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Superintendent Safety Message
October is School Safety Month; a time when we share districtwide
resources for keeping schools safe and celebrate the important
individuals who contribute to school safety each day. Making sure our
schools are physically safe and emotionally safe for students is our
number one priority.
There are a number of ways we promote, educate, and practice school
safety – and there are many important individuals who lead this effort in

Puyallup Schools. I’m so grateful for their dedication and commitment in our schools and with
students.

School Resource Officer Program: The cornerstone in school safety, our School Resource Officers
(SROs) assist with emergency preparedness, build positive relationships with students, enforce
laws as needed, and more. SROs are important members of school faculty and administrative
teams working together to solve problems and build relationships in school communities. We
have six SRO’s comprised of three from the Pierce County Sherriff’s Department and three from
the City of Puyallup.
Campus Security Staff: Just as critical as SROs are our Campus Security staff. We have 25
campus security and patrol security staff employed by the district who serve our schools daily
and help patrol our grounds. They work in collaboration with our SROs to maintain order and
discipline and investigate violations of policies and procedures.
Health Room Staff: School nurses and health room staff also play an important role in keeping
students and staff safe. Nurses, COVID Coordinators, and Health Room Assistants are the link
between health and learning that keeps children in school. This year in particular, they have
worked tirelessly – often around the clock – to support contact tracing efforts that limit COVID
transmission in schools. All while continuing to address chronic health conditions, mental health
issues, and more.
Partnerships: Lastly, but certainly not least, safe schools cannot be achieved without viable
community partnerships. We regularly meet and consult with individuals from Pierce County
Emergency Management and Tacoma-Pierce County Department of Health. We heavily rely on
the expertise of these local and federal agencies.
Keeping our schools safe is the foundation for effective teaching and learning. Thank you to the many
individuals in and out of our district who contribute to these efforts all year long.
In service and support,
Dr. John Polm

Inclement Weather
Winter weather may impact school operations resulting in delays, early
releases, and possible closure. Many factors are considered when
adjusting school operations based on weather. Here is what you need to
know about how decisions are made and possible changes that may
occur.
When winter weather is in the forecast, at approximately 2 a.m., designated staff drive roads
throughout the district to determine the ability to safely transport students. Our district has varying
terrain and three distinct geographical areas (South Hill, Valley and North Hill) that needs to be taken
into consideration. Staff assess major and minor roads with anticipated weather patterns. Between 4
and 4:30 a.m., the team and the Superintendent determine the feasibility of safely transporting

students to and from school. When at all possible, decisions regarding school delays or closures are
made by approximately 5 a.m.
Read more …

Emergency Preparedness: Schools Participate in Great
ShakeOut
Drills are an essential component of safety planning. Drills teach students and staff basic functional
responses to potential threats and hazards. Every month our schools practice emergency drills with
students. Staff are trained on emergency support protocols to guide students in the event of a fire,
earthquake or other emergency that may require evacuation, lockdown, or shelter-in-place.
Students regularly practice. In fact, all our schools just participated in the statewide earthquake drill
this week known as the Great Washington ShakeOut. Students were reminded that when an
earthquake hits, wherever they are, they should drop, cover, and hold on for 60 seconds.

Puyallup Schools Participate in the Great ShakeOut

Students Thank Healthcare Workers and First Responders
Students across the district partnered with the City of Puyallup in a ‘thank you note’ campaign for
healthcare workers and first responders. Nearly 1000 thank you notes were created by students and
collected by Mayor Julie Door and will be packaged with donated coffee gift cards prior to being
distributed to workers. This campaign is part of a greater initiative called ‘Love My Puyallup’ - a grass
roots initiative dedicated to creating positive and supportive communities. Here’s a small peek at some
of the cards that will be distributed in the days to come.

PSD Students Thank Healthcare Workers & First Responders

Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying
Reporting
Puyallup School District is strongly committed to providing safe,
inclusive environments where all students can succeed. Any behavior
that creates a hostile school environment, disrupts learning and adversely affects a student's wellbeing is not tolerated.
You can report harassment, intimidation and bullying to any school staff member or the District
Compliance Officer. Reports can be filed anonymously. Each school staff member has access to
reporting forms or they can be found in the school office and on the district website.
Remember, if you see something, say something. Report information anonymously related to a
potential school-related crisis, inappropriate behavior, or suspicious activity in schools.

Safe Walking and Biking Tips for Fall and
Winter
With more students walking and biking to and from school, families are
reminded of the following safety tips to share with their child:
Wear bright-colored clothes, and if it is dark or hard to see, carry a
flashlight and wear reflective gear.
Bicyclists who ride in the dark are required by law to have their bikes equipped with a white
headlight and a red rear reflector or taillight.
Walk or bike on the appropriate side of the road. If there is no sidewalk, be sure to walk on the side
of the road facing traffic. Bicyclists should ride on the right side of the road, moving in the same
direction as motor vehicles.
Read more …

Pope Elementary Teacher Named PBS KIDS
Early Learning Champion
Congratulations Amy Reed-Ferguson, for being named a PBS KIDS Early
Learning Champion by KBTC-TV. She is one of 11 educators from across
the country to have received this recognition.
The award, established in 2018, recognizes and celebrates passionate
educators who work with young children and offers professional learning and networking
opportunities provided by PBS KIDS and KBTC, a service of Bates Technical College.
As part of a two-year cohort, Amy will have the opportunity to participate in a collection of community
building, leadership and professional development activities.
The program honors those who positively impact young learners as they continue to move through
academic recovery efforts with students.

COVID Response in Schools
Contact Tracing Hotline: School phone lines have been updated
providing parents with the option to reach the contact tracing
hotline. Schools without auto-attendants can provide the direct
number for callers or transfer the call.
Vaccination Compliance Update: Out of 3,800 employees comprised
of regular, substitutes, and hourly workers, 3,295 employees provided proof of vaccination, 500
employees received an exemption, and five elected to separate from employment.

Kindergarten Academy: Nov. 15 Deadline
Do you have a child who will be starting Kindergarten in Fall 2022?
Kindergarten Academy is an early-entrance program designed to assist
young learners who would benefit from additional support to be
successful in kindergarten.
Free, 20-week program: Jan. 18 - June 10, 2022
Full-time, Monday through Friday
Offered at 10 locations: Carson, Dessie Evans, Edgerton, Firgrove, Maplewood, Northwood, Pope,
Spinning, Wildwood, and Zeiger Elementary
Children need to reside in PSD boundaries, have a birthdate range between Sept. 1, 2016 - Aug. 31,
2017, and have received no formal preschool or pre-K experience to qualify.
Seats are limited. Contact Kris Wilkinson to complete an interest form and to schedule a needs
assessment by Nov. 15

Capital Planning Continues
The Citizens Facilities Advisory Committee (CFAC) is currently
identifying facility and program needs for the district, taking under
consideration new construction, program improvements,
replacement of facilities, life cycle projects, property management,
and technology needs districtwide.
The committee, comprised of district administrators, teachers,
community members, consultants and high school students will
review data received by the district’s Study and Survey report
completed in August 2021. The report provides a full analysis of
existing building and site conditions in order to prioritize capital
projects throughout the district and will be a basis for funding and
managing an improvement plan for the identified work. Voterapproved funding will be needed to replace or upgrade the
deficiencies identified.
Read more about the Study and Survey Report presented at the Aug.
23 School Board meeting.

Remember to Vote!
Ballots must be postmarked no later than Election Day or placed in a
ballot drop box by 8 p.m. on Election Night. Voters are encouraged to
vote early. Return your ballot for free using USPS mail or a ballot drop
box. Drop boxes close at 8 p.m. on Nov. 2.
Drop boxes within the Puyallup School District are located at:
Puyallup Library, 324 South Meridian, Puyallup
South Hill Library, 15420 Meridian E., Puyallup
Edgewood City Hall, 2224 104th Ave. E., Edgewood
Visit Pierce County Elections for more information.

Performing Arts Schedule
Fall productions are taking center stage at many schools
throughout the district. The arts are an important part of Puyallup
School District’s academic offerings. Support arts in education by
attending an upcoming concert, play or musical. Contact the school
for ticket information:
Oct. 21-23: Kalles Junior High Presents Game of Tiaras
Oct. 26: Emerald Ridge High School Choir Concert
Oct. 27: Edgemont Junior High Orchestra and Band Concert
Oct. 28: Emerald Ridge High School Orchestra Concert
Oct. 28: Rogers High School Choir Concert

For performance times and additional dates, link to the ARTS in
Puyallup LIVE! Calendar.

Parents Right to Know: Title I Schools
School districts are required to annually notify families with students at Title I, Part A schools* of their
right to request the professional qualifications of their child’s teacher and paraprofessionals
instructing their child. Learn more about what’s required for teachers and how to request this
information.

*Elementary: Carson, Dessie Evans, Firgrove, Hunt, Karshner, Mt. View, Ridgecrest, Pope, Spinning,
Stewart, Sunrise, Waller Road, Wildwood, Woodland, and Zeiger
Secondary: Aylen, Ballou, Edgemont, Ferrucci, Stahl, Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers

School Board Highlights: Oct. 18
Recording | Agenda
District Highlights:
Safety in Schools Month
Students participate in #LoveOurHealthcareWorkers
Teacher Named Early Learning Champion
Reports:
Electric Bus and White Fleet Vehicle Report
Operations Master Plan
Upcoming Meetings:
Nov. 1 at 6 p.m. virtually only via Microsoft Teams*
(agenda/meeting access information posted 24 hours before meeting).
Link to BoardDocs to view meeting recordings, agendas and minutes.

Puyallup School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race,
creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender
expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.
Non-Discrimination Statement
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