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From the
Principal…
No doubt that most of you
have heard the news by
now that Superintendent
Dan Chuhta has been
tapped to be the Deputy
Commissioner of Education
for Maine. What a huge
honor for him, and a
fabulous testament to his
knowledge and skills in the
field of education! He has made a tremendous impact on the staff and students in MSAD
75, and he will be greatly missed. While this is a loss for our district, rest assured that a
search for the best possible candidate to fill his shoes is already underway. I am certain
that a candidate who will continue the forward momentum of the district will rise to the
top.
Stay warm!

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day — No School
January 23
7:00 District Band
Concert at the Orion
Center (Dress rehearsal
6:00 Jan. 22)
January 29
5:30 - 7:00 Family Math
and Science Night in the
gym
January 30
4th graders participate
in NAEP assessment

~ Anita Hopkins

Family
Math and
Science
Night!

January 21

On Tuesday, January 29th, we hope to see lots of families at
the Family Math and Science Night, held from 5:30 to 7:00
in the HCS gym. There will be several tables set up with
interactive activities. We’ll have math games that help
promote understanding of how numbers work, from
foundational to more complex skills. We’ll also have tables
that explore fascinating science concepts. Please come and
learn together!

786

1200

330

That’s the total number of
Claw Slips earned by
s t u d e n t s i n O c t o b e r,
November, and December!

That’s our school-wide goal for
total number of Claw Slips to be
earned by the end of February. If
we meet it we’ll have a schoolwide reward - stay tuned!

Th at ’s t h e t o t a l n u m b e r o f
instructional minutes available at
school each day. Late arrivals and
early dismissals reduce instructional
time. Every minute matters!

February 5
6:00 PTO Meeting in the
Learning Commons
February 18 - 22
February Vacation!
Every Wednesday
On late start days, all
interested students are
invited to Chess Club in
the first grade classroom
from 9:00 to 10:00!
Every Thursday

1

Lego Club for all
interested students in
the gym at 8:15 a.m.!
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Count ME In - Attending

School, Succeeding for Life:
Is Your Child Chronically Absent?
You May Be Surprised
If your child has missed just 10% of the days that school
has been in session, they are considered chronically
absent. At the end of a typical school year of 180 days,
students just over the “chronically absent” threshold will
have missed about a month of school - some students
miss even more!

“By 6th grade, chronic absence
becomes a leading indicator that a
student will drop out of high
school.” #schooleveryday

Schools all over the country are paying increased
attention to this issue. In some states, chronic
absenteeism is being considered a public health issue
because chronically absent students tend to fall behind
their peers academically and socially, resulting in lower
grades and higher dropout rates. Chronically absent
students are at a greater risk for entering the criminal
justice system and facing poverty as an adult - outcomes
that none of us want. Absences can accumulate gradually
over the year as students miss a few days one week, then
another day weeks later, often never realizing the
academic danger they are in. As of January 1, 2019, 178
students in MSAD 75 were chronically absent.

Reminder from Lego Club:
Please walk your child in to Lego Club, even if you do not plan
to stay. Parents must monitor their child(ren) until staff
supervision (Mr. Horne) is present. He is unable to get here
until at least 8:10 on most days due to his own child care needs.
Thank you very much for your attention to this - we all love
Lego Club!

Golden Awards
“Golden Awards” recognize safe, respectful, and responsible
behavior during specials as well as for responsibility in taking
care of classroom “mess.” December awardees were:

In working to bring awareness to families, we ask that
you continue to keep your child home if they are not well
or have a fever. However, if your child simply “does not
want to attend school,” please rethink a decision to keep
them at home. We here at school want the same for your
child as you do — the very best outcomes possible!

•
•
•
•
•

Golden Palette (Art): Mrs. Powell’s class & Ms. Gilley’s class
Golden Note (Music): Mrs. Powell’s class & Mrs. Svenson’s
class
Golden Sneaker (PE): Mrs Pomerleau’s class & Mrs.
Svenson’s class
Golden Book (Learning Commons): Mrs. Roughgarden’s
class & Mrs. Phillips’ class
Golden Trash Can: Mrs. Powell’s class & Mrs. Svenson’s
class

STAY SAFE AND HEALTHY IN WINTER!
• Adjust winter clothes for children’s needs - layers work! (At school, label all
clothing!)
• Keep exposure to bitter cold at a minimum. (The school cutoff for recess is
10 degrees, including the wind chill factor.)
• Use soap and water to wash hands frequently to prevent illness. (Contrary
to popular belief, cold weather does not cause illness - bacteria and viruses
do.)
• Supervise children when sledding, snowmobiling, or around ice.
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