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"Williams-Cone School is a safe and kind community that inspires every student to succeed. "
-Compassionate, Curious, Confident Learners-

Hello WCS Community!
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The third and final phase of the playground committee's Earthen Crawl Project came to a
conclusion last weekend with volunteers exceeding expectations and creating a fabulous Tire
Pyramid on our school's playground. We are so very grateful for the planning, time, resources,
energy and love that has been given to this project. Thank-you WCS Playground Committee!

We are very excited (and proud!) to announce that WCS has been chosen to be the Sagadahoc
County Representative in the 2023 WinterKids Winter Games competition!!!! Winter Games is a
four week long healthy competition which spans from January 9th through February 3rd and
features fun, educational activities that are designed to get students moving and learning
outside! Sixteen elementary schools, one from each Maine county have been selected to compete
for cash prizes for their schools. The program includes not only outdoor physical activity but
also nutrition and family engagement concluding with a winter carnival. More details, including
how families can support this fabulous opportunity will be shared in the near future.

Art Decks the Hallways at WCS
We have been celebrating Fall in the art room! Students have been working hard to create some
beautiful artworks that currently adorn our school walls. Students made Fall trees, leaves,
landscapes, and used new and exciting materials. We love seeing our students' creativity and
colorful work throughout the halls. -Mrs. Redd, WCS Art Teacher- (Photos courtesy of Mrs. Redd)
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Morning Arrival
An important reminder that student arrival is between 8:40-8:50 A.M. Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday and 9:40-9:50 A.M. on Wednesdays. Students that arrive after 8:55
A.M. (9:55 A.M. on Wednesdays) will be marked tardy. We respectfully request that

parents/caregivers make every effort to ensure that students arrive on time daily. Not only
does this help to build punctuality skills and positively reinforce responsibility, it also helps to
ensure that students do not lose important learning opportunities.

*November 22nd-Half Day for Students*
A reminder that Tuesday, November 22nd is a half day for all students. Breakfast and a bagged
lunch will be offered to all students. Here are the dismissal times:
10:45 A.M. PreK Dismissal
12:10-12:25 A.M. K-5 Dismissal

Pictured above are WCS staff wearing blue today in support of Juvenile Diabetes Day

A Few Final Words.....
This week proved to be challenging in Maine schools with safety concerns related to a "swatting
hoax." Obviously these concerns are very troubling and disruptive to daily routines. Our school

and district is committed to maintaining a safe and orderly environment for everyone, with each
school having consistent safety protocols and procedures that are highly responsive at a
moment's notice. These protocols are reviewed and practiced frequently at both the district and
building levels with support from the local police and fire departments.

November has been flying by but filled with so much learning, activity and fun! From
fundraisers, potlucks, building playground structures to parent-teacher conferences, our
community is generous, vibrant and filled with life! I am so grateful for this, especially after all
that we have endured together through the pandemic.

I would also like to extend our sincere thanks to all parents and caregivers for supporting and
attending parent/teacher conferences. The time, thought, commitment and energy invested into
building strong and healthy parent/teacher partnerships will help support your student's
learning. A reminder that parent/caregiver communication and support is highly valued and
always welcome. If you have any questions and/or needs please do not hesitate to reach out. We
are here to help!

Your Principal,
Randa
Mrs. Randa C. Rineer, WCS Principal
rineerr@link75.org
(207)725-4391

We have MANY things to be thankful for:
* November 16th was Education Support Professionals Day. We are blessed with an
AMAZING Support Staff: secretaries, health room aide, paraprofessionals, custodial staff &
kitchen staff.
*Thank you to our FOWC volunteers for a wonderful Community Potluck and Raffle Basket
Fundraiser - Anna S, Becky J, Jenn C, Melissa A, Meredith P, Haley K, Megan R, Sam E, Christie
J, Heather R, Kim P, and all the families that stayed late to help us clean up the MTA Commons.

*Thank you to MTA and their custodial staff for allowing FOWC to host our Community Potluck
at their facility.

*Thank you to the many volunteers and planning team for our Tire Pyramid Build - Mac
H, Megan R, Sam E, Becky J, Collin J, Kim P, Jonathan R, Adam P, Sarah N, Aaron L, Sarah C,
Mrs. Greenleaf, Scott R, Tad H, Amber-Jean N, Lana S, Mr. Johansen, and Hunter Excavation.
*We are the Sagadahoc County representative for the WinterKids games!

*Parents/Caregivers supporting Parent/Teacher Conferences.

*FOWC-Granting teacher wishlist!

*Candy donations for the Topsham Trick and Trunk.

*Halloween costume donations from the Prescott family.

*Thanksgiving bag donations from Pathway Vineyard Church.

*Conference snacks for staff donated by the Robertson family.

*The generous gift card donation from Walmart to be used for snacks.

WCS Tiger created by Ben B.

11/14-11/22 Parent/Teacher Conferences
11/22 Early Dismissal
10:45 A.M. PreK
12:10-12:25 P.M. K-5
11/22 Trimester 1 Ends
11/23-11/27 Thanksgiving Break
12/2 Trimester 1 Report Cards Distributed
12/2 FOWC Sponsored Holiday Caroling, 3:30 P.M.
12/2 5th Grade Fundraiser at Sherman's Book Store, Topsham Fairgrounds Mall
12/5 4th & 5th Grade Chorus Concert, 7:00 P.M., WCS Gym
12/13 Playground Committee Meeting, 5:30 P.M., LC
12/14 5th Grade Fundraising Committee Meeting, 5:30 P.M., LC
12/23-1/2. Winter Break 1

- USPS Operation Santa ® connects letters from deserving kids with generous people who fulfill
holiday wishes - Letters are due by Dec 12th. Details on how to write a letter can be found
here: https://www.uspsoperationsanta.com/getinvolved/letterwriting
- United Way of Mid-Coast Maine put together a 2022 Winter Holiday Resources that might be
helpful - you can find it here: https://www.uwmcm.org/gethelp-194812.html
- Midcoast Maine Community Action has a Holiday Gift Program for 2020 - details
here: https://midcoastmainecommunityaction.org/holidaygifts/
- Berean Baptist Church - Thanksgiving Dinner for Brunswick and surrounding areas. Thanksgiving
meal served Thursday, November 25, 2021, at noon or the service may be offered as pick up (call to
arrange the pick-up time, cook with your family or pick up meals ready to eat.). Call 725-2648 to verify
distribution method.
- Portland Press Herald Toy Fund - Children birth through 16 years old. Birthdates required. Parents
or legal guardians may seek assistance by downloading, printing, and filling out the 2021 Toy Fund
Application at https://multifiles.pressherald.com/uploads/sites/4/2021/09/Toy-Fund-Indi-Non-groupapp-2021.pdf Send an email that includes your full name and
address topressheraldtoyfund@mainetoday.com to receive an application by mail. Send completed
applications to Press Herald Toy Fund, PO Box 7310, Portland, ME 04112. Due to COVID-19, there
will be NO place to pick up or drop off applications or donations. We encourage people to apply as
soon as possible so that the applications can be processed as late applications cannot be
honored. DEADLINE this year is November 30.

The following came from the Southern Midcoast Maine Chamber Blog that includes Sagadahoc
County:
https://www.midcoastmaine.com/blog/post/holiday-resources-from-united-way-2-1-1
- Toys for Tots (Cumberland and Sagadahoc) - New toys, collected in the community, are
distributed as Christmas gifts to children in need. For information on requesting a toy for your children
or children in another family, call the Salvation Army at 207-443-3611.
- Toys for Tots (Androscoggin, Cumberland, Franklin, Kennebec, Lincoln, Oxford, Sagadahoc,
and Somerset) - New toys are distributed as Christmas gifts to children in need. Applications are
accepted through December 16. Visit the website www.topsham-me.toysfortots.org or call 978-7669243 for application or donation.
- Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Food Pantry - Thanksgiving Boxes are available by application
through November 18, 2011. Call 725-1151 for more information.
- Bath/Brunswick Santa Claus Fund - Holiday toys, mittens, hats, and bicycles for children birth to
13 years available by written request through December 15, 2011. Letter of request, written by parent
or guardian, should be mailed to the Santa Claus Fund, Inc., PO Box 278, Brunswick ME 04011.
Include the child's name, sex, date of birth, residential address, and phone number. Call 729-9572 for
more information.
- Bath Elks - Christmas Baskets Christmas food baskets are available by application through Monday,
December 12, 2011; baskets will be delivered Saturday, December 17, 2011. Call 443-9852 to
provide the name, address, and number of family members.
- Bruce Roberts Toy Fund (Cumberland, Knox, Lincoln, Sagadahoc, and York) - Public donations
are used to purchase new safe toys. Call 791-6672 for application or donation information.

Thank you WCS Community for a very successful Fall Fundraising season! Through your support,
we are working towards our annual fundraising goal of $10,000 to help support our school's
teachers, staff, and students. In the coming months, you will see several Give Back Events such
as our Holiday Caroling and Movie Nights which are free to attend - we look forward to spending
time with you and bringing these back! Join us for our next meeting in January 2023 to hear
about the Valentine's Fudge Sale and many other important topics on our agenda. We hope to see
you soon!

THANK YOU!!
Our Community Potluck was a wonderful success. Our community is simply the best and we truly
appreciate your generosity and engagement in our fundraising events this fall. Your support has
allowed us to raise over $1500 through this fundraiser that will go towards helping us support
things like Teacher Wishlists, the WCS School field trip fund, our free community events,
playground improvements, and our various Teacher & Staff appreciation events.
A special thank you to our Raffle Basket & Potluck event planning team, Mrs. Rineer, MTA &
their custodial staff, and the many families that shared their delicious food and helped us clean
up after our event. We cannot accomplish all of our goals without you, thank you!!
At this time, all of our Raffle Basket & Big Ticket winners have been notified. We do not publish
the winners' names online, but you are welcome to reach out to us for information on the winning
ticket numbers.

We have reached the end of our Earthen Crawl Project build! The Tire Pyramid was a wonderful
success and we sincerely thank the several families that helped us accomplish this project. Our
dedicated volunteers put in many hours of planning, prep, and resource gathering before this
build along with the two days required to make it all come to life.

Join us for our next meeting on 12/13/2022 at 5:30 pm! We are hoping to start brainstorming
for our next project.

This week FOWC/WCS was the recipient of a very generous donation from our local Walmart
Supercenter Store #1939. As part of our Teacher Wishlists Program, we were in need of a
variety of shelf-stable prepackaged snack alternatives for students. Some of these items are
headed off to specific classrooms to finish wishlist fulfillment but the remaining snacks will be
made available to teachers and staff to access for our students.
THANK YOU BRUNSWICK WALMART SUPERCENTER!!

Cookies & Holiday Caroling
You are invited to spread some holiday cheer by singing holiday carols at The Highlands
on Friday, Dec. 2! Friends of Williams-Cone will be providing the cocoa & cookies after the
event. All children MUST be accompanied by an adult to attend. Attending parents and
caregivers can meet their children in the gymnasium at the 3:10 dismissal bell. We are hoping to
start our walk to the Highlands by 3:30 pm to return around 4:30 pm. A permission slip will be
coming home with your students.

Join us for the Upcoming FOWC Meetings & Events:
Holiday Caroling Event - 12/2/2022 from 3:15-5:00 PM, Meet in the gymnasium
Playground Committee Meeting - 12/13/2022 at 5:30 PM in the Learning Commons
5th Grade Fundraising Parent Group Meeting - 12/14/22 at 5:30 PM in the Learning Commons
FOWC Meeting - 1/12/2023 at 5:30 PM in the Learning Commons

Volunteer Background Check Form:
Want to volunteer with our school? Review and sign the MSAD 75 Volunteer Handbook & Form
and return it to the Main Office. This form is required for all of our FOWC volunteers. Thank
you for investing in our volunteer community!
You can find the latest version here: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZyXTY_equtyU2CXLCb4aw-Ln5jF-hEI/view?usp=sharing

The 5th Grade has partnered with Sherman’s Book Shop in Topsham to
help raise money for end of year celebrations. Join us on December
3rd from 9am-6pm to pick up your next great book and support our
students. Make sure to mention Williams-Cone while checking out so
proceeds of book sales will be donated to the WCS.
Reminder: The next 5th Grade Fundraising/Planning Meeting will be on Wednesday, December
14th at 5:30 PM in the Learning Commons. Please join us! For more information please contact
Mary Kate Appicelli at 207-751-0133 or applecelery@hotmail.com

W.I.N.G The Food Pantry at Mt. Ararat Middle School
New Hours for the 2022-2023 School Year
Wednesdays 3:15pm to 5:15pm
W.I.N.G. is open weekly with fresh produce, dairy, frozen foods, and hygiene items available to any
MSAD No. 75 family. If you have special requests or would like your order packed in advance, please
call 729-2950 x7202 and leave a message with your name and phone number and a volunteer will
give you a call back. If accessing the pantry is a hardship, please let us know. We are happy to work
with any family to make alternate arrangements.
W.I.N.G. is looking for new volunteers! If you are interested in volunteering in the food pantry,
please reach out to Catie Meier at meierc@link75.org.

Staff Recommends.....

I love to read juvenile fiction that take place in other time eras and have enjoyed several of the books
that Maine author, Lea Wait has written. One of my favorites is the book "Finest Kind." Set in
Wiscasset, Maine, in 1837, a 12 year old boy named Jake finds himself responsible for his family after
leaving a very comfortable lifestyle in Boston. Jake's father lost his job in an economic panic, leaving
the family to take care of themselves in the completely different wilderness world of Maine. While
Jake's father works as a lumberman, he cares for his mother and younger brother who is disabled.
His parents want to keep his brother's disabilities a secret, fearing public rejection. Lea Wait does an
outstanding job of relating Jake's struggles as a 19th century tween with the struggles of today's
tweens.
-Mrs. Rineer, WCS Principal

