FALCON FLASH
November 8, 2019

Upcoming Events:
11/11-Veteran’s Day – No School
11/14-21-Parent Conferences
11/18-Picture Make Up Day
11/21-Title 1 Parent Night-5:30-6:15
11/22-4th & 5th Grade Play Planning-3:30-5
11/26-Early Release – 12noon

11/27-29-Thanksgiving Vacation
12/4-Bhm Parent Partnership-6-7:15
12/5-Title 1 Parent Night-5:30-6:15
12/7-BHM Craft Fair – 10am-2pm
12/9-Visiting Author Matt Tavares

Veteran’s Day – Monday, Nov. 11 – No School

THE PRINCIPAL CONNECTION

@mrlajoiebham

Veterans Day was initially established in 1926 as Armistice Day. Like in many other countries, it was created as a day to mark the end
of the ﬁrst World War, and to promote, “good will and mutual understanding between nations.” After World War II, President Eisenhower
expanded the holiday to be a celebration of all veterans, living and dead. In doing so Eisenhower wrote, “Let us reconsecrate ourselves
to the cause of promoting an enduring peace so that their efforts may not have been in vain.” Every day at our school, we work to sow
those seeds of enduring peace by caring and looking out for one another. We practice solving conﬂicts effectively, and we all work to
protect the school culture so it feels safe and comfortable for everyone. This weekend we remember and say “thank you” to all our
veterans – especially our own Mrs. Bridgette Ortiz – for your sacriﬁces toward protecting our freedoms.
HOT TOPIC: CONFERENCES
The elementary principals have been doing a lot of listening to parents about what works when it comes to report cards and student
conferences. One perspective stands out: Parents value the time they have to sit and chat with their child’s teacher. While the report
card offers a level of detail that can be helpful, the conference is where most parents get the most valuable information. You want to
know that we see and value your child’s unique strengths. You want to know what your child is working on, if they have any gaps in their
learning, and how you can help at home. You want to know if they are good citizens at school, and how they get along with friends and
classmates. You don’t want to be blindsided by bad news. And you want to leave the conference feeling like we at school truly know
your child. In its simplest terms, a successful conference paints a vivid picture: “How is my kid doing?”
As we move toward an improved report card for next school year, we are still putting most of our eggs in the basket of meaningful student
conferences. Please take this upcoming opportunity with the teachers to share your reﬂections on your child’s learning. What are your
hopes for your child? What are you most curious about when it comes to their school experience? How can we help you better
understand your child’s growth and achievement? While each parent may want something slightly different from a conference, our aim is
to use this simple meeting as an important opportunity to grow a relationship that pays off over the many years of your child’s educational
journey. See you soon …
Yours in meaningful learning that lasts,

Retake pictures will be taken for any student or staff member who was not here for picture day in
October or if you would like your child’s picture retaken Monday, November 18th beginning at 9:15am.

REMINDER: The weather is taking a turn for the “normal” this weekend. PLEASE send your child in with a
winter coat, boots, mittens and a hat.

The Holiday Craft Fair is on December 7th from 10-2. Should be lots of fun, starting with Santa’s arrival
at 11! Then enjoy over 25 vendors to shop with, 5th Grade Cafe for lunch and Cookie table for desert. We will be
looking for 5th grade volunteers to work the craft table as well as the cafe. A sign up will be out there shortly. Of course
parent volunteers are always wanted, too. For vendor or volunteer information please contact Amy Jasper at
samnora33@yahoo.com or Katy Petrie at briankaty6108@gmail.com.
The Scholastic book fair will open Tuesday Nov 27 at 9:30AM though Fri Nov 30 at 3:00PM. We will also be open from
10:00-2:00 during the Bowdoinham Craft Sale on Sat Dec 7. Children will be visiting the fair during their regular Learning Commons
time where they’ll be making wish lists which they will bring home. Students may return to the fair at a later time to purchase
books with either cash, or a check made out to Bowdoinham Community School. The Learning Commons has a fairly tight schedule,
so teachers will be informed of the best times to send students to make purchases outside of their regular Learning Commons
time. The fair will also be open until 6PM on Thursday. If the fair has sold out of a book or you want to see a bigger selection you
can shop at the online fair. http://www.scholastic.com/bf/bowdoinhamcommunityschool1 We’re always looking for volunteers to
help with the fair, so if you would like to help with your child’s class or at any other time, please let us know. The Learning Commons
will be able to purchase additional materials with the profit from the fair. Thanks for your support. Hours: Closed Tue - Fri
from Noon until 1PM
Tues. Nov 27 9:30-3:00PM Wed. Nov 28
9:30-3:00PM
Thurs Nov 29 9:30-3:00PM Fri Nov
30 9:30-3:00PM Sat Dec 7 10:00-2:00 (Craft Fair)

COMMUNITY NEWS
The Bowdoinham Public Library will hold its Used Book Sale this Saturday, Nov. 9, from 9-2. I want to
extend a special invitation to an Early Bird Sale on Friday night from 7-9 pm. This special event is for all of you who
gave the library a $5 annual membership as a "Friend of the Library". Just like it sounds, you get ahead of the general
public and shop for books in a more civilized environment. I’m told there will be snacks. If you have not yet become a
Friend of the Library, you can join at the door on Friday night! The Friends of the Library support the library with this
small annual donation and also volunteers their time for the various fund raising efforts throughout the year. The
Early Bird Entry is one way we can say "Thank You, Friends!"

The Bowdoinham Guild of Artisans is presenting top quality handcrafted items at their annual Holiday Show and
Sale on Fri. Dec. 6 from 6-8, Sat. Dec. 7 from 10-3, Sun. Dec. 8 from 10-1 at the Bowdoinham Town Hall. Over 15 local
artisans will be selling fine jewelry, fiber art, pottery, photography, and original art. Gift items from the Bowdoinham Library will
also be available. Come enjoy the delicious food and great live music while you shop. For more information, visit
www.facebook/bowdoinhamguildofartisans

Bowdoinham Food Pantry’s hours of operation. The pantry will be open from 4pm – 6pm every
Wednesday. For more information please call 751-7779, Lily Montgomery.

The Clothes Closet is open the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 3pm-6pm at the Church of
the Nazarene at 7 School St. Come to the house behind the church. A donation of $1 a bag is welcome but not required.

Bowdoinham Town Giving Tree – The giving season is coming quickly and we have already started
preparations here at the Town Office. There will be two different businesses hosting our giving tree. The Three
Robbers and the Bowdoinham Hardware Store. If you would like to help bring some holiday cheer to our fellow
residents all you need to do is go to either of these businesses and choose a gift tag from the tree. The gift tags will
have all the pertinent information that is needed. We ask that you bring the unwrapped gift (along with the gift tag
attached) back to the Town Office by Wednesday, December 18. The purpose of this tree is to help any
Bowdoinham family member who may be in need this time of year. Please know that the name(s) are kept strictly
confidential. If have any questions or know someone who may need help this season, please call Pam Ross at the Town
Office at 666-5531. PLEASE NOTE: This holiday season we would like to help out some of our elderly residents. We
will be collecting hats, mittens, scarves, gloves, blankets, puzzles, books, cards and word searches. They can be
dropped off at the Town Office. If you know of anyone in need, please let Pam know this also

