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Ellenville Celebrates

the

CLASS of 2022

F

amily, friends, faculty, administrators, and—of course—some very excited graduates
gathered together on the evening of June 24 to celebrate the 2022 commencement.
The Blue Devil pride was palpable, and a wave of cheers greeted the graduates as they
were led onto the athletic field by a set of bagpipers, an Ellenville tradition.
Following a beautiful rendition of the “Star Spangled Banner,” performed by
members of the Ellenville Junior/Senior High School Chamber Singers, Principal
Carl Pabón took to the stage to welcome everyone and proudly introduce the
Class of 2022.
Junior/Senior High School Co-Principal William Donohue was next,
offering the class both his best wishes and his praise. “The last four years
have made you entirely unique. You have made history,” he said, referring to
the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, which impacted most of the
students’ high school careers.
“You learned to move forward when there were no answers,” he
continued. “As you close this chapter and start the next one called ‘the rest of
your life,’ know you can overcome anything.”
Next, the Symphonic Band played “America the Beautiful,” which made
for an excellent segue into the salutatory address, delivered by Walter Evans.
“We all worked so hard to get here,” he began. “This senior year is definitely
one for the books!”
“Seems like just the other day it was Freshman Orientation and I was trying
to find my locker,” he joked. “And now, I can’t wait to see what we will all accomplish
in the future.”

Continued on pages 4-5

Student Talent on Display at
District Art Show

A

fter a two-year hiatus caused by COVID, the
annual District-wide art show returned this spring,
giving students in Grades K-12 the opportunity to once
again have their work showcased at the Hunt Memorial
Building in downtown Ellenville.
The exhibit, titled “In Our Own Voices,” was the
culmination of students’ art studies from the
2021-2022 school year. The show also featured a
selection of pieces created by recent Ellenville graduates
during their remote learning years at high school
or during their first semesters of college. Drawings,
paintings, and photographs were on display
throughout the historic building, as were
sculptures, ceramics, pottery and more.
An opening celebration for students
and their families took place on
May 13, and the show remained open Above: Diamond Copeland ~ Grade 10
to the public through May 17. Kudos to Left: Anthony Julian, Hannah Jankite, Zachary Cutler ~ Grade 12
our talented student artists!
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Ellenville Community Members
Honored as Champions of
Education

C

Ellenville Junior/Senior High School Hosts Health Fair

T

he Ellenville Senior High School gym was transformed into an information-packed health fair on May 25,
thanks to the school’s Key Club.
The event, which was sponsored by the Shawangunk Valley chapter of the Kiwanis Club, featured many
informative booths and tables, representing various health-related organizations, clubs, and companies, including
the Ulster County Department of Health and Mental Health, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Ulster County,
the Institute of Family Health, and My Brother’s Keeper.
The S.A.D.D. (Students Against Destructive Decisions) Club
table was manned by Grade 10 students Cincere Jackson and Hannah
Ganga. “It’s important for students to understand the risks and consequences of smoking, drinking, or doing drugs,” said Hannah, who is
a member of S.A.D.D.
Adding to the fun was a balloon-festooned photo booth,
healthy snacks (courtesy of Whitsons Culinary Group), and a
push-up contest sponsored by the Key Club (with the winner
receiving a gift card donated by Cohen’s Bakery).

harles Dechon and the
late Noreen Dechon,
dedicated community
members of the Ellenville
Central School District
(ECSD), were honored this
spring as “Distinguished
Friends of Education.” The
annual award, given by
the Ulster County School
Boards Association (UCSBA), recognizes residents from
the county’s school districts and Ulster BOCES for their
dedication and commitment to students and schools.
ECSD Board of Education President Philip
Mattracion and Superintendent Lisa Wiles presented the
award to Charles during the UCSBA’s annual dinner in
May. There, he and Noreen were remembered for their
acts of kindness, compassion, fairness, and benevolence.
The Dechons are respected and admired throughout
the Ellenville community for improving the lives of both
children and adults, and the impact they have had on so
many lives will be felt for generations to come.

Ellenville Soccer Standout Sydney
Franza to Attend Hartwick College

E

llenville soccer star Sydney Franza will be playing for a
new team this year: the Hartwick Hawks. The talented
student-athlete participated in a celebratory signing
ceremony on June 14, signaling her intention to attend,
and play soccer for, Hartwick College, a National Collegiate
Athletic Association Division III institution.
The festive event, which was held at Ellenville Senior High
School, was attended by teammates, administrators, friends,
family members, and coaches. Among the speakers was
Sydney’s High School Soccer coach, Matthew Daum, who
noted that the forward smashed a number of school records
this year, including Career Goals (71), Career Points (152),
Goals in an Individual Season (36), and Goals in a Single
Game (6).
“During her career, she was selected twice to the Section
IX Coaches Association Class B All-Star Team and once to the
Section IX All-Section team,” Daum said. “Most impressively,
in her junior year, Sydney was selected First Team All-State
and for that feat, a full-size banner with her name on it will
be displayed in the high school gym forever!”
Speaking about her decision to attend Hartwick, Sydney
said, “I was attracted to the school’s nursing program as
well as its soccer program.” When she is not competing on a
soccer pitch, Sydney plans to pursue studies that will lead to
a career as a nurse-practitioner.

Sydney Franza completes a celebratory signing form signaling her intention
to play soccer at Hartwick College this fall. Seated with Sydney are parents
Scott and Toni Franza (at left) and Soccer coach Matthew Daum (far right).
Standing (left to right) are Interim Director of Health, Physical Education, and
Athletics Ron Chiasson, Track coaches Andrew Garigliano and John Paulsen,
and Principal Carl Pabón.
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Seniors Walk Down Memory Lane

E

llenville seniors took a stroll down memory lane on June 23 as they walked through the
hallways of Ellenville Elementary School (EES) wearing their newly issued caps and gowns.
The Grade 12 students—many of whom began their educational journeys at EES—were all
smiles as they greeted their former teachers and reminisced about the time they had spent within
their earliest classrooms. The younger Blue Devils were ready and eager to celebrate the
Class of 2022, having lined the hallways armed with handmade congratulatory signs,
noisemakers, confetti, and bubbles. The soon-to-be graduates were treated to decorated hallways,
loud cheers, and lots of high-fives and fist bumps.
Congratulations, once again, to the graduating class!
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Special Guest Leads Students on Journey of Self-Reflection

P

sychologist and performer Dr. Mykee Fowlin had Ellenville Junior/Senior High School students
completely engaged—both in stitches and in self-reflection—as they joined him in the experiential
journey of his one-man presentation, “You Don’t Know Me Until You Know Me,” in May.
Among the many important questions that Fowlin posed to students during his performance
was: “When did we all learn to see differences as a bad thing?”
Using props, characterizations, storytelling, and humor, he prompted
students to think about this question, and others,
as he guided them through a reexamination of the core
concepts that were taught to them from an early age. He
encouraged students to think about the part of themselves
they often keep hidden from others, and asked, “What if
our authentic self is all we have, and our pain is the gift
that we use to change this world?”
Fowlin’s message had a noticeable
impact on his audience. The unique
atmosphere of safety and relatability
he created made students eager to
share their own experiences and
feel empathy for the personal
stories he shared. Everyone
truly enjoyed his timely,
evocative performance!
Dr. Mykee Fowlin
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"It is your voice, individually and collectively, that will be heard now. Make it good!"

Ellenville Celebrates
Continued from page 1
Valedictorian Sameea Khan looked to the future and encouraged her
classmates to make a difference. “Our journeys from here will be vastly
different,” she said. “And what happens after today is up to you.”
She then expressed her gratitude to those who supported them. “We
would not be here today if it weren’t for the support of our families and
our teachers,” she said. “Thank you for devoting your time and energy
to us!”
Superintendent Lisa Wiles closed the ceremony with these
words of wisdom: “It is your voice, individually and collectively,
that will be heard now. Make it good!” she said.
After turning their tassels and being pronounced “officially
graduated,” the seniors ended their celebration by tossing their caps
in the air and greeting their loved ones, many of whom presented
them with congratulatory balloons and flowers.

the

~Superintendent Lisa Wiles

CLASS
of
2022

Ellenville Students Earn MHAL Senior Scholar-Athlete Awards

W

alter Evans and Ireland Travis were named the 2022
Mid-Hudson Athletic League Senior Scholar-Athlete
Award recipients for Ellenville Senior High School. The
awards, which are given to two students from each school
in the League, are based on athletic performance and
academic merit.
With a grade point average (GPA) of 98.08,
Walter was ranked second in his class. He
played Varsity Football for four years at
Ellenville, and competed on the Varsity
Wrestling and Track and Field teams. He also
served as president of the National Honor
Society, secretary of Student Government, and
was a member of the Choir and the Ski Club.
Walter earned 11 Varsity letters at Ellenville,

and was named captain of the Varsity Football
and Wrestling teams. He was a three-time
Football Defensive Most Valuable Player (MVP)
and a three-time Wrestling MVP, and also set
the record for the second-most tackles in school
history. He was named to the Section IX Football
All-League Team three years in a row.
Walter’s charitable work included
volunteering at youth wrestling clinics
and Modified Wrestling matches. He
plans to attend SUNY Oneonta in the fall.
Ireland finished out her High School career with
a 93.74 GPA. She played Varsity Field Hockey at
Ellenville, and was a member of the Varsity Indoor
and Outdoor Track teams.
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Ranked eleventh in her class, Ireland was a
member of the National Honor Society and was
treasurer of her Grade 9 class and vice president of
her Grade 10 class.
She helped earn several Section and Division
titles for Ellenville, and holds a school record in the
Girls 3,000-meter run. Additional athletic honors
include being named captain and MVP of the Field
Hockey team. She was also named to the Section IX
Field Hockey All-Star Team three years in a row.
Ireland’s charitable work included volunteering for school
fundraising events and assisting the Wawarsing Youth
Commission. In the fall she will be attending SUNY New Paltz,
where she plans to pursue degrees in Chemistry and Business.
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Gabriella Hind, a graduating member
of the Ellenville Junior/Senior High
School chapter of the National Honor
Society, lights a candle symbolizing
“leadership” during an induction
ceremony in May.

National Honor
Society Inducts
Newest Members

T

wenty-eight students from the
Class of 2023 were inducted into
the Ellenville Junior/Senior High School
chapter of the National Honor Society
(NHS) during a ceremony in May.
The new inductees were Adriana
Anderson, Amelia Benjamin, Nabil Biswas,
Gabriela Castro, Coleen Comentino, Justin
Coniker, Max Dickman, Jordan DumornayLopez, Mya Espinosa, Lesli Garcia Reyes, Thyanna
Grote, Landon Hembt, Shahid Khan, Hannah Lutz,
Shyama Patel, Hailey Pinkerous, Nurzina Rahman, Heather Reid, Gianna
Santiago, Antonella Silva, Joseph Smiles, Gabriella Sorbara, Ryan Thompson,
Joseph Torres, Nathan Towne, Paige Van Etten, Michelle Wang, and Jillian Yonker.
Junior/Senior High School Assistant Principal Stacy Hilton expressed her
pride in the new inductees, and commended them for the many community
service activities they had organized throughout the year. “This is a prestigious
honor,” she said. “These are the future leaders of our community.”
NHS advisor Jennifer Schoonmaker introduced each graduating senior
member, citing their merits, their college plans, and the “words of wisdom” they
wanted to share with their younger classmates. She also praised the NHS members
for how active they all were this school year, noting that they had sponsored a holiday food drive, promoted awareness of mental health and wellness issues, served as
positive role models while volunteering in a Kindergarten class, and raised money
to purchase medical supplies for the citizens of Ukraine. “This is an enormously
talented group of individuals, with diverse talents and interests,” she said.
NHS officers then took the stage to speak about the values of scholarship, service, character, and leadership that each member had demonstrated to earn their
new honor. Holding battery-operated candles as a symbolic gesture, the members—both new and old—concluded the ceremony by reciting the NHS pledge.

Top Scholars Honored

T

hree Ellenville seniors were among the best and the brightest students
from Ulster County who were honored during the annual Scholastic
Achievement Breakfast, held at Ulster BOCES on June 9. Parents, principals,
superintendents, and representatives of the county’s Boards of Education
were there to celebrate the valedictorians,
salutatorians, and Principal’s Award
recipients from local school districts,
including Ellenville. Congratulations to the
following Ellenville scholars: Valedictorian
Sameea Khan, Salutatorian Walter Evans,
and Principal's Award recipient Ekaterina
Khlebnikova.
Back row, left to right: Principal's Award recipient Ekaterina
Khlebnikova and Valedictorian Sameea Khan. Front row, left to
right: Superintendent Lisa Wiles and Ellenville Junior/Senior
High School Principal Carl Pabón. Not pictured: Salutatorian
Walter Evans.
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(From left to right): Ellenville Junior/Senior High School students Thyanna Grote, Landon Hembdt, Shahid Khan, Hannah Lutz,
Shyama Patel, and Hailey Pinkerous prepare to recite the National Honor Society pledge during their induction ceremony in May.
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Band Students Shine
During Music Festival

Elementary School Musicians Celebrate the Sounds of Spring

he Ellenville Seventh and Eighth Grade Band trip
to the High Note Music Festival this spring was
a success! Because of COVID, the students had never
performed in a high-pressure situation such as this, and
they all rose to the occasion. Even the judges noticed
and complimented the students on their high level of
professionalism. The Band received the highest ranking
of "Superior,” and earned a trophy that was later displayed in the Junior High School’s Main Office.
“To say I'm proud is an understatement,” said Band
Director Christina Schoonmaker. “It was wonderful to
see our students shine!”
As part of the trip, the group got to enjoy an afternoon
at Dorney Park & Wildwater Kingdom. Thank you to
chaperones Jen Alger, Philip
Althouse, Maxwell Mead, and Laurie
Worden for a wonderful job overseeing the trip!

E

llenville’s Elementary School musicians celebrated
spring with a joyous concert held on May 25.
Showcasing their musical talents were the Fifth Grade
Band, directed by Andrea Mau; the Sixth Grade Band,
directed by Christina Schoonmaker; and the Fifth and
Sixth Grade Chorus, directed by Nicole DeRosa Padden.
Highlights of the concert included the chorus’s inspiring rendition of Elton John’s “I’m Still Standing,” which
featured a solo by Sophiana Jacobs, the Fifth Grade
Band’s crowd-pleasing performance of “Mickey Mouse
March,” and the Sixth Grade Band’s polished playing of
“Beethoven’s Ninth.” Bravo!

Running Program
Wraps Up Another
Successful Season

T

he spring Girls on the Run (GOTR)
Hudson Valley 5K took place at the
LEGOLAND resort in Goshen on June 5,
and the team from Ellenville had a great
time! The GOTR participants in Grades 3-6
had been meeting after school for months,
practicing running while developing
important life skills such as teamwork,
confidence, healthy habits, and more. The
celebratory 5K event may have marked the
end of the eight-week program, but as the
GOTR saying goes, the finish line is only the
beginning!

Family Engagement Night a Success

T

he Ellenville Central School District campus was abuzz
with activity as students, parents, and siblings gathered
for Ellenville Elementary School’s Family Engagement Night
in May. Nearly 200 people attended the evening event,
which kicked off with a delicious pasta dinner, entertainment

from Macaroni the Clown, and an informative Community
Resource Fair, during which families could interact with
representatives from various community organizations.
Children were then able to participate in fun learning
activities—including “Math and Movement,” grade-level
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)
Siblings Apollo and
challenges, and art projects like sand funneling and jewelry
Noah Poole spend
making. Meanwhile, their parents got down to business,
time together
engaging in honest discussions and learning new skills and
during Ellenville
acquiring useful information at the various workshops, which
Elementary School’s
Family Engagement
included “Social-Emotional Learning Strategies for Families,”
Night in May.
“Positive Parenting Forum,” “Healthy Families Nutrition,” and
“Coffee Talk with the Principal.”
Other workshops that aimed to help parents become
more involved in their child’s learning and school life
included “Spring Into Easy Math Games to Help Your Child”
and “Fun Literacy Materials to Use at Home,” as
well as “Preparing for Transition to Junior/
Senior High School.”
The idea for the event was developed
by the school district’s Strategic Action
Planning Committee, which drafted
this year’s School Improvement Plan.
Among the plan’s priorities was to
strengthen relationships and create
supportive partnerships with
families. This event served as an
opportunity to do just that.
The fair was organized under
the leadership of Elementary
School Principal Nicole Ey, who
had support from school district
administrators, faculty, staff,
student volunteers, and community
groups. Ey explained that the
Grade 1 student Violet Kentop participates in a “Math and Movement” activity.
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event was created as a response to some of the newer needs
of students, staff, and the community that have resulted
from the isolation of the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Social and emotional learning was a huge focus for
the 2021-2022 school year, as the needs of our students
have been extensive since the return to full-day in-person
instruction,” Ey said.
Faculty, staff, and outside agencies were asked if
they would like to present, and “the response was
overwhelmingly positive,” said Ey. Those who contributed
included artists, behavioral specialists, math and
reading experts, social workers, and more. “It
was great to highlight all the local talent, and
have them share their valuable knowledge,”
Ey remarked.
Maxine Corbett has some
fun with Macaroni the Clown
during Family Engagement
Night.
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E

llenville Elementary School Grade 6 students bid farewell to their teachers and administrators and said
“hello” to their new home at the Junior/Senior High School during their Moving Up Ceremony on
June 17.
Grade 6 teachers were on hand to celebrate the students’ successes, present them with certificates, and
hand out a multitude of awards, including honors for academic, sports, and music achievements; perfect
attendance; personal growth; citizenship; and courage, character, and commitment. The outgoing
Student Council officers were also given special recognition.
Principal Nicole Ey wished the students much success in their futures. “It has been an honor
watching you grow,” she said.
The class then celebrated with a reception in the cafeteria, where they enjoyed refreshments,
snapped photos with their family members and friends, and even met a few of their new teachers.
Congratulations to all!

Kindergarten Students Graduate

P

ride and festivity were in the air as our youngest Blue Devils took the stage
on June 21 to officially “graduate” from Kindergarten in front of an enthusiastic audience of family members and friends. As a special treat, the soon-to-be
first graders put on a fun performance of the “Ready, Set, Go!” song, complete
with lively hand gestures and dance steps. Many of our little graduates received
flowers and balloons, and everyone enjoyed a reception of cookies and refreshments in the Junior/Senior High School cafeteria. Congratulations to
the future Ellenville Elementary School Class of 2028. We are so
proud of all of you!
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The Ellenville Central School District does
not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, creed, religion, marital status, sex, age, sexual orientation, or disability, in admissions,
participation, employment, its programs and activities. The following persons have been designated to handle
inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:
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Child Find

In an attempt to maintain a continual “Child Find” program, the Ellenville Central School District is committed
to locating and identifying disabled youngsters residing within District boundaries, including preschool-aged
children and those attending non-public schools. If you suspect your child has a disability, we urge you to
share your concerns with your child’s teacher or your school’s Assistant Principal. We also encourage you to share any developmental concerns with
your pediatric provider. For additional information, you may contact the District’s Department of Special Education or Section 504 representative
at 845-647-0110 or 845-647-0112.

Ellenville School District Honors Tenure Recipients, Retirees, and Others

T

he Ellenville Central School District (ECSD) recognized tenure recipients, retirees, and individuals
who have gone “above and beyond” during a celebratory dinner on June 7.
ECSD Superintendent Lisa Wiles and Board of
Education President Philip Mattracion hosted the event,
which had been postponed for the last few years due to
the pandemic.
“It is so nice to have everyone here together
tonight,” said Wiles. “This was long overdue.”
The evening began with the recognition of two
special honorees. Retired English teacher and notable
community volunteer Madlyn Phelan was officially
presented with the Ulster County School Boards
Association’s Distinguished Friend of Education Award,
which she earned during the 2019-2020 school year.
In addition, Ellenville Elementary School Principal
Nicole Ey was awarded both tenure and the 2022
Elementary Principal of the Year designation from the
School Administrators Association of New York State
and the National Association of Elementary School
Principals.

“You will never truly know the impact you have
had on your students.”

~Board of Education President Philip Mattracion
Recently
tenured Deputy
Superintendent
Kelly White enjoys
dinner with her family
at the celebratory
event.

Retired Ellenville English teacher and active community volunteer Madlyn
Phelan accepts the Ulster County School Boards Association’s Distinguished
Friend of Education Award from Superintendent Lisa Wiles and Board of
Education President Philip Mattracion.

Nicole Ey Honored as
Elementary Principal
of the Year

C

Retiring teacher Janet Gerstenhaber, who began her teaching career at
Ellenville Elementary School in 1978, is recognized for years of service to
her students and the Ellenville community.
Ellenville Central School District retiree Ed Pestone (center) and family.

The following teachers and administrators earned
tenure during the 2019-2020 school year: Carl Bueti,
Ryan McIntyre, Eliezer Espinosa, Katherine Cahill,
Danielle Brooks, Kathleen Burns, Amanda Reis,
Amy Mottola, and Kelly White. During the 2020-2021
school year, Brittany Spoor, Stephanie Baxter,
Anna Brennecke, Jessica Mataraza, and Dawn Birnbaum
earned tenure. Individuals earning tenure for the 20212022 school year include: Juliea Espinosa, Nicole Ey,
Andrea Hemstreet, Lynne Golliher, Janette Koehler,
Suzanne Aleman, Marlea Liguori, and Linda Housworth.

The District then paid tribute to its retiring
staff members, many of whom had been working in
Ellenville for decades. This included Elementary School
teacher Janet Gerstenhaber, who began in 1978, as well
as Ricky Jones and Edward Pestone, Jr., who both began
working in the ECSD as custodians in 1989. Retirees
Angelo Miranda, Nancy Sharoff, Emily Vosper,
Jose Montanez, Elizabeth Jones, and Linda Gillette
were also celebrated for their dedication and service to
the Ellenville school community.
“You will never truly know the impact you have
had on your students,” Mattracion told the evening’s
honorees.

ongratulations to Ellenville
Elementary School (EES)
Principal Nicole Ey, who was
selected as the 2022 New York
State Elementary Principal of the
Year by the School Administrators
Association of New York State (SAANYS) and the National
Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP).
This award is given annually to a member of SAANYS
and NAESP who is clearly committed to excellence, has
programs designed to meet the academic and social
needs of all students, and has firm ties to parents and the
community.
Ellenville Director of Special Education Jessica Mataraza
said that Ey is very deserving of the honor, explaining that
she goes above and beyond to meet the needs of her
students. EES Assistant Principal Meredith Smith referred
to Ey as a “principal extraordinaire,” saying that she leads by
example and exudes passion and creativity.
Ey received an Advanced Certificate from LIU Post, a
Master of Science in Education from Mount Saint Mary
College, and a Bachelor of Science in Education from SUNY
Oswego. She and her fellow 2022 award winners were
recognized at the annual SAANYS celebration in May.

