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Website: www.berlinintermediate.org

Facebook: Berlin Intermediate School
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@bisjrseahawks

Twitter: Berlin Intermediate School
@bisseahawks

October Students of the Month page 10

School Messenger - to opt-in, text any

one of the following words - subscribe,
option, yes - to the number 67587
Phone: 410-632-5320

Emergency Closing Hotline: 410-632-5399

AMERICAN EDUCATION
WEEK IS BACK!
Nov. 14 - 18

See page 8 for more
information. Use this
QR Code to register.

REMINDER:
Please bring a reuseable
water bottle each day.
We have water bottle
filling stations!
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ext. 6600

Principal's Message
I cannot believe it is already November! The first two months of this year have flown by. It
feels like just yesterday we were meeting for Back to School events. I can’t believe how fast
time moves sometimes. The beginning of this school year has been amazing, to say the least,
and that is simply because of the hard work of our teachers, students and families. Thank you
for everything you do to support the students and staff at BIS. It truly takes a village and we
are grateful for our partnerships with families!
Now that the weather is turning colder, please make sure that your child comes to school
dressed appropriately for the weather. We will continue to go outside for recess and,
unfortunately, we will not be able to allow students to go out if they are not dressed for the
weather. Please do your best to place your child’s name inside their jacket/coat and lunchbox
in case they are misplaced. It helps us be able to return them instead of placing them in the
lost and found in the cafeteria.
One of my favorite times of the year is American Education Week. We are grateful this year to
invite parents into school to visit. Your child brought home an American Education Week flyer
in backpack mail that includes the American Education Week visitation schedule and link to
register to visit. A copy of the flyer is also included in this newsletter, on social media, and on
the BIS website. To ensure space for all visitors, we are asking parents to make every effort to
visit on their student’s designated day, based on grade level and last name. Remember all
visitors must register and must have photo ID when checking in at school. You will not be
allowed to visit without proper ID.
Communication is very important to us at Berlin Intermediate School. This year, we are trying
to flood our Facebook and Twitter pages with pictures of the amazing things our students and
teachers are doing at BIS. We also try to highlight important information and upcoming events
on social media. Be sure to check out our pages! They pages are linked to our website home
page, www.berlinintermediate.org, which also includes links to important information for
parents and students. It is kept up to date and is very informative. Finally, we send Robotext
reminders and updates through School Messenger on a regular basis. Please reach out to us if
you need help connecting to any of these communication sources.
During the first week of November, we are collecting parent input around the upcoming
budget requests for BIS. Please take a minute and offer your feedback on the two question
survey
for
Berlin
Intermediate
School.
We
value
your
input!
https://forms.office.com/r/31fb2NfneD
Have a great November and a Happy Thanksgiving! As always, please do not hesitate to call us
with questions or concerns.

Dr. Amy Gallagher
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DATE

November
EVENT

11/2

House Den Meeting

11/4

Early Dismissal/End of Marking Period

11/6

Daylight Saving Time Ends

11/7

School Closed: Professional Day

11/8

School Closed: Professional Day

11/10

PTO Paint Night

11/11

Veteran's Day/Report Cards Issued

11/14

American Education Week/Book Fair

11/16

Education Support Professionals Day

11/18

Substitute Educators Day

11/21

Make-up Picture Day

11/22

Bóken House Spirit Day - Wear Camo

11/23

Thanksgiving Break Begins

11/24

Thanksgiving

11/28

School Re-opens
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TIME
11:15am

3:00pm

GOING ON VACATION?

CHANGE OF ADDRESS?

Please be sure to fill out a Student Trip
Approval Request Form if you are
planning to be out of town. This form
must be completed at least 10 days
prior to your trip. Once the form is filled
out by the parent, students must get
signatures of all their teachers. The form
is then submitted to the office for the
Principal's signature. Under the policy of
the Board of Education, a maximum of 5
school days will be excused for family
trips during any one school year. If you
need a Student Trip Approval Request
Form, click here.

The State of Maryland requires that all
students have a current proof of
residency on file. If you have moved,
please make sure the office has proof of
residency.
The following will be
accepted:
Current property tax bill,
current rental lease or deed, current
utility bill with name and service address
(electric, gas, etc.).

PTO NEWS
Joe Corbi's Fundraiser
ENDS Monday, November 14th
Delivery Date: Thursday, December 15th
EASY ONLINE ORDERING!
www.joecorbi.com
Click PARTICIPANT REGISTRATION
(top of page) and click
REGISTER NOW.
USE ORGANIZATION CODE #20527

2022-2023 PTO OFFICERS

Dawn Clark – President
Murrie Wall – Vice President
Valerie Riley - Secretary
Missy Steffy – Treasurer

If you have questions or would like more information on
volunteering, please message us through the Facebook page or
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email us at BISPTO2022@gmail.com.

Our PBIS House System
has gotten off to an
amazing start this year!
Students are earning
points for their Houses
and themselves by
following the Seahawk
Code and the 3R's
(Respect, Responsibility
and being Ready to learn).
This year, students may
purchase rewards using
their earned House Points
through the RCA app on
their iPad. See
instructions , to the left,
on how to get the app and
create an account.
We will have our first PBIS
term reward this
November. We will be
watching a movie and
having refreshments.

5th Grade Counselor:
Mrs. Bankert
410-632-5332
msbankert@worcesterk12.org
6th Grade Counselor:
Mr. Call
410-632-5331
adcall@worcesterk12.org
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House Den Meeting
Wednesday, Nov. 2nd
Wear your House t-shirt or House color
to earn House points!

LIBRARY NEWS
We are very excited for our upcoming Scholastic Book Fair!
Scholastic flyers are on their way home soon. Information about
e-wallet (an alternative to sending cash) will be on the flyer. Just
a friendly reminder, the Fair charges 6% Maryland sales tax on all
purchases. Also, please do not send bills larger than $20.
Please see below for the day that your child's homeroom is
scheduled to shop the Book Fair.
Monday, November 14:
Rowan
Romano
Poddar
Straight
Hinkle
Masters
Bunting
Wehlan

Tuesday, November 15:
Martinenza
DiMare
Lloyd
Braun
Geiger
Vit
Nash
Messick

Wednesday, November 16:
Merritt
Fairman
Reider
Coates
Hamby
Bratten
Noah
Ward

Thursday, November 17:
Paul
Senter
Hundley
Thaw
Johnson
Cockerham
Cropper
Kreppel
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PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
At the end of October, we finished our Soccer unit with a game called
Mass Soccer. Students were placed on teams with the opportunity to
play both offense and defense. From this activity, we selected students
to play in an All-Star Soccer game. Games were close and exciting for the
students. Also, the PE Dept. has an annual "Guess the Weight of the
Pumpkin Contest." Students learned about decimal points and place
holders. The winners were Colt Scible, with a guess of 2.78 lbs. (actual
weight 2.78 lbs.) and Christian Winter, with a guess of 3.59 lbs. (actual
weight 3.62 lbs.) These students won the pumpkins and goody bags.
At the start of November, we kicked off our Speedball Unit which
includes our annual Speedball Tournament. This game is a BIS favorite
and is held during American Education Week. It is an indoor soccer game
played in zones with a lot of twist to the rules.
During this month, we will finish testing PACER, PUSH UPS, CURL UPS,
and SIT & REACH. Your child will bring home a fitnessgram for your
review. The fitnessgram helps your child with ways to improve their
fitness levels.

Soft Drinks Can Be Hard on You
Are you thirsty?

A sweet drink or soda may not be the answer!
The same sugar that makes them taste good,
can make you thirstier than you were before!
Choose low-fat milk, water, 100% juice or
sports drinks instead of soda, to keep your
body running smoothly.
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Nurse's Notes

Vision and Hearing Screening
We will begin Vision and Hearing Screening in November. The state of Maryland
mandates that vision and hearing screens be done on all fifth-grade students and all
sixth-grade students who are new to the school. If guardians have any helpful
information regarding your student’s vision or hearing, please notify the school
nurse. If a student does not pass a portion of the screening, a referral letter will be
sent home that will recommend you follow up with your health care provider. Once
you have followed up with a physician, please notify the school nurse.

Please remember to bring
your glasses on screening
day!
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This year, we have implemented a personalized learning block to the schedule. You may
have heard your student refer to it as the WIN Block, which stands for “What I Need.” The
WIN Block is 45 minutes daily where teachers use current student data to personalize
learning for students to address specific learning needs in reading. Day in and day out, we
see teachers delivering skill-based reading interventions, activities to deepen reading
comprehension, reading activities that enrich understanding in all content areas, and arts
integration lessons that pair reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills with the arts.
Assigned WIN groups will change throughout the school year as students are assigned by
ongoing data collection. If you have questions about your student’s WIN group placement,
please contact their Reading/ELA teacher.

I-Ready Personalized Instruction
gives students the opportunity to
demonstrate mastery of a variety of
standards. Lessons are assigned
based on need seen in the diagnostic.

Students complete an arts
integration vocabulary
lesson while reading
Number the Stars.

Synonym card sort in 5th
grade supports mastery of
parts of speech

Students work to further
develop reading, writing,
speaking, and listening skills
by completing as they
become experts on a topic of
interest and learn how to
research and present.
Students blend reading and technology
skills as they study the Mars Rover.
Students use Keynote as they read
Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher to
use context clues to define complex
vocabulary.
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Students of the Month
6th Grade

5th Grade

Lincoln Gisriel
Ruby Windsor
Jacob Betz
Cole Burford
Claire Sullivan
Robert MacDonald
Joonie Yoon
Carly Watts
Opal Hambury
Colton Rhoad
Alisa Jasjko
Jacob Rathel
William Boutin
Nash Kozlowski
Henry Bravo Cocone
Ilya Karcheuski

Mason Kramer
Gabriel Dawkins
Spencer Steffy
Charlie Bolich
Jett Ritchie
Victoria Smith
Sydney Fowler
Edie Bankert-Ouellet
Leo Geiger
Madeline Connors
Dylan Bunting
Mackenzie Maddy
Vidal Baltazar-Valdivia
Kevin Rusanov
Jackson Masterson
Aria Sanzotti
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BREAKFAST
Breakfast is free to ALL students and it will be served daily in the classrooms.
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The cost of lunch is $2.45 if you do not qualify for Free or Reduced Meals.

L
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H
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Atención: ¡Se Habla Español!
We Speak Spanish!

Los Padres de los estudiantes de inglés/Parents of English learners
Atención: ¡Se Habla Español! We Speak Spanish!
Con solo un click Usted puede ver esta página en español! Si Usted hace click ahí, nuestra
página estará en español. Si tu haces un click a este link automaticamente verás la página en
español. Ahora todas las páginas estarán en español. Ole!
Attention: ¡Se Habla Español! We Speak Spanish!
With one click you can view our entire website in Spanish! Click on the language drop down
button at top left area of the website and then choose Spanish. If you click on this link it will
automatically transform our website into Spanish. Once it is in Spanish, any link you click from
there will also be in Spanish. Ole!
Para las Familias
colorincolorado.org
En su calidad de padre, usted dispone de muchas maneras para poder ayudar a su hijo a
triunfar cada día.Los siguientes recursos dirigidos a padres bilingües le ofrecen consejos para
ayudar a su niño a aprender a leer, tener éxito en la escuela y aprender un nuevo idioma.
También le dan información sobre el sistema escolar de Estados Unidos y le comparten ideas
sobre cómo desarrollar una relación con el maestro y la escuela de su hijo. Además, usted
puede encontrar divertidos consejos y juegos, listas bilingües, ideas para el uso de la biblioteca
pública y videos de autores e ilustradores de libros infantiles y músicos que tocan canciones
para niños. A continuación los recursos se organizan por temas. Por favor vaya a
colorincolorado.org para mas informacion. A continuación, en la lista de recursos (Resources),
haga click en el icono siguiente:
Apoyo sustancial provisto por nuestro colaborador fundador, la Federación Americana de
Maestros, AFL-CIO. Con el apoyo generoso provisto por la Asociación Nacional de Educación.
For the Families
colorincolorado.org
As a parent, there are many ways that you can help your child succeed every single day! These
bilingual parent resources offer tips on helping your child learn to read, succeed in school, and
learn a new language. They also provide information about the U.S. school system and share
ideas on how to build a relationship with your child’s teacher and school.
In addition, you can find fun reading tips and games, bilingual booklists, ideas for using the
public library, and videos of children’s authors, illustrators, and musicians. Resources are
organized by topic. Please go to colorincolorado.org for more information. Then in the Resoures
list, click on the following icon:
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Here are a few Fast Facts that you will need to know for getting started:
Add the SDM App to a smartphone, tablet, or web browser. The app is compatible with Android and Apple devices.
IMPORTANT: Returning parents need to UNINSTALL last year’s App before installing the new App.
Android – Go to the Install tab from the dropdown menu within your SDM account or open a Chrome browser window, go
to www.schooldismissalmanager.com, tap Add to Home Screen, and follow the onscreen instructions to install the app.
iPhone – Go to the Install tab from the dropdown menu within your SDM account or open a Safari browser window, go to
www.schooldismissalmanager.com, then tap the Share button, scroll down, and tap Add to Home Screen. Enter the name
SDM and select Add to install the app.
First Login
Check your child's default dismissal (how your child goes home most days) and make sure it is set correctly. If changes are
needed, select the green Set/View Default button above the calendar or if using the SDM app, select Default Dismissal
from the menu at the top left, to set the correct dismissal. Setting a weekday default will override the main default on a
specific day of the week. Always set the main default first, then set weekday defaults only as necessary.
Reporting Your Child will be Absent: We will be utilizing SDM’s Absent option for parents to report their child absent. Select the
day on the calendar that your child will be absent, then select Add Exception, and choose Absent from the dropdown options,
filling out the necessary information. Note: “Absent” reporting will be the same as a parent note sent to school with your child. Ten
parent notes are permitted per year. Please continue to send doctor’s notes to school and to complete vacation forms with
teacher signatures so we can document excused absences per our policy. SDM does not determine if absences are excused or
unexcused and you must still provide the school office with a doctor’s note when required and as specified in our school’s policies.
Reporting Your Child will Leave Early: We will be utilizing SDM’s Leaving Early option so that parents can let the school know
when their child is being picked up early. Select the day on the calendar that your child will be picked-up early, then select Add
Exception, and choose Leaving Early, NOT Coming Back. You will immediately be asked if your child is coming back to school.
Select Yes or No and then fill out the remaining information. Depending on whether you answered yes or no, SDM will create the
appropriate dismissal exception or notification to the office once you click Submit. You must still come into the office, with
identification, to sign your child out and adhere to any rules or guidelines specified in our school’s policies.
Reporting a Late Arrival: We will be utilizing SDM’s Late Arrival feature so that parents can let the school know when their child
will be arriving late to school. Select the day on the calendar that your child will be arriving late, then select Add Late Arrival, fill
out the reason, and click Submit. SDM does not determine if students are tardy and you must still come into the office to sign your child
in and adhere to any rules or guidelines specified in our school’s policies.
The Parent Dashboard always displays the current and following week. Days where there is no school or there is an early
dismissal will be clearly marked. To opt in for text messages, click Preferences in the top menu to add your mobile number.
Recurring Dismissal Exceptions: If your child has a temporary, recurring dismissal exception click the Recurring Dismissal
Instructions located at the top of the screen and fill out the details as required. DO NOT use the Recurring Dismissal feature to
put in your child's ''default'' dismissal. The difference between a Recurring Dismissal Exception and a Weekday Default Dismissal is
that recurring has a start and end date because it is a temporary dismissal exception that occurs for a set period of time, while the
weekday default is a default dismissal that occurs regularly on a specific day of the week for the entire school year.
Email Notifications: When receiving email notifications regarding dismissal changes or cancellations made, know that hitting
Reply or Reply All on those emails does not reply to the school or person making the change. If you need to respond to a
notification (e.g., to inform the school it is incorrect, provide additional details, etc.), click Help in your top menu and fill out the
details to email the office.
FAQs: As you begin to use School Dismissal Manager, if you have questions, check the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) link
found in the Parent login area at the top of the SDM homepage or click on Help in your top menu. Here, you will find answers to
the most commonly asked questions. If your question remains unanswered after checking here, please contact the school office
and we will be happy to assist you further.
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