The Jr. Seahawk / September 2022

WELCOME BACK
IN THIS ISSUE:
SDM (Student Dismissal Manager)
information and instructions - page 4
BIS and Beyond After School
Academy information - page 7
September Breakfast & Lunch Menus page 12 & 13

MORNING ARRIVAL
Drop off begins at 7:15AM

5th graders report to the cafeteria
6th graders report to the gym

Students dismissed to homerooms at 7:35AM
School begins at 7:40AM
Late bell rings at 7:50AM

COMMUNICATION
Website: www.berlinintermediate.org

Facebook: Berlin Intermediate School
@bisjrseahawks

Twitter: Berlin Intermediate School
@bisseahawks

School Messenger - to opt-in, text any

one of the following words - subscribe,
option, yes - to the number 67587
Phone: 410-632-5320

SCHOOL DISMISSAL
Car riders, walkers and bike riders are dismissed at
2:50PM

Bus riders are dismissed at 2:53PM (or when all
buses have arrived)

For any change in daily transportation, we will be using
SDM (Student Dismissal Manager). Changes must be
entered by 2:00PM. See page 4 for more information.

Emergency Closing Hotline: 410-632-5399
ext. 6600

Principal's Message
It was wonderful to see so many students and families at our Back-to-School Night and to
welcome you into the building. I hope this newsletter finds you enjoying the last of summer
with family and friends! We have been extremely busy this summer at BIS preparing for
another great school year!I want to encourage you to use the newsletter, our school website,
and the BIS Facebook Page each month to stay informed of all that is going on at Berlin
Intermediate School.
We have some new additions to our staff. I am very excited to welcome them to the Berlin
Intermediate School family!
Mrs. Jacqueline Berard – 6th Grade
Mrs. Tammy Blades- Custodian
Mr. Daniel Braun – 5th Grade
Mrs. Norrie Hamby – 6th Grade
Mrs. Pamela Massey - Educational Assistant
Mrs. Lauren McGinnis- Curriculum Resource Teacher
Ms. Coralee Patterson – Educational Assistant
Please mark our school website as one of your favorites as it is kept up to date with relevant
information. Our website is www.berlinintermediate.org and gives you access to teacher
email addresses, upcoming events, BIS and Beyond Afterschool Academy information, and
important links.It also has information about our Twitter and Facebook pages, which are also
important resources to help stay up to date with all things BIS.
We will have our first conference night on October 12th from 5:00p.m. to 7:00p.m. This is a
great opportunity for you to discuss your child’s progress with their teachers. Please mark
your calendar for this important event.
I cannot emphasize enough the importance of your child’s attendance in school and how it
relates to success in the classroom. Please make sure your child is here and in his/her
homeroom class before the 7:40 a.m. bell. Being on time will enable your child to start the
day smoothly with breakfast and morning announcements.
Please take the time to read the newsletter each month as we have a plethora of information
to share with you. Ongoing communication between teachers and parents is a very
important ingredient in a recipe for a successful school year. Please know our doors are
open and we cannot wait to welcome you to BIS as partners in the learning and development
of our students! I’m looking forward to another amazing school year at Berlin Intermediate
School.
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Dr. Amy Gallagher

September
DATE

EVENT

9/5

Labor Day

9/6

First Day of School

9/11

National Arts in Education Week

9/14

Volunteer Orientation

9/16

House Challenge Pep Rally

9/19

SIAC Meeting

9/22

First Day of Autumn

9/22

BIS PTO Meeting

9/26

After School Academy Begins
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TIME

1:30pm

5:00pm

Here are a few Fast Facts that you will need to know for getting started:
Add the SDM App to a smartphone, tablet, or web browser. The app is compatible with Android and Apple devices.
IMPORTANT: Returning parents need to UNINSTALL last year’s App before installing the new App.
Android – Go to the Install tab from the dropdown menu within your SDM account or open a Chrome browser window, go
to www.schooldismissalmanager.com, tap Add to Home Screen, and follow the onscreen instructions to install the app.
iPhone – Go to the Install tab from the dropdown menu within your SDM account or open a Safari browser window, go to
www.schooldismissalmanager.com, then tap the Share button, scroll down, and tap Add to Home Screen. Enter the name
SDM and select Add to install the app.
First Login
Check your child's default dismissal (how your child goes home most days) and make sure it is set correctly. If changes are
needed, select the green Set/View Default button above the calendar or if using the SDM app, select Default Dismissal
from the menu at the top left, to set the correct dismissal. Setting a weekday default will override the main default on a
specific day of the week. Always set the main default first, then set weekday defaults only as necessary.
Reporting Your Child will be Absent: We will be utilizing SDM’s Absent option for parents to report their child absent. Select the
day on the calendar that your child will be absent, then select Add Exception, and choose Absent from the dropdown options,
filling out the necessary information. Note: “Absent” reporting will be the same as a parent note sent to school with your child. Ten
parent notes are permitted per year. Please continue to send doctor’s notes to school and to complete vacation forms with
teacher signatures so we can document excused absences per our policy. SDM does not determine if absences are excused or
unexcused and you must still provide the school office with a doctor’s note when required and as specified in our school’s policies.
Reporting Your Child will Leave Early: We will be utilizing SDM’s Leaving Early option so that parents can let the school know
when their child is being picked up early. Select the day on the calendar that your child will be picked-up early, then select Add
Exception, and choose Leaving Early, NOT Coming Back. You will immediately be asked if your child is coming back to school.
Select Yes or No and then fill out the remaining information. Depending on whether you answered yes or no, SDM will create the
appropriate dismissal exception or notification to the office once you click Submit. You must still come into the office, with
identification, to sign your child out and adhere to any rules or guidelines specified in our school’s policies.
Reporting a Late Arrival: We will be utilizing SDM’s Late Arrival feature so that parents can let the school know when their child
will be arriving late to school. Select the day on the calendar that your child will be arriving late, then select Add Late Arrival, fill
out the reason, and click Submit. SDM does not determine if students are tardy and you must still come into the office to sign your child
in and adhere to any rules or guidelines specified in our school’s policies.
The Parent Dashboard always displays the current and following week. Days where there is no school or there is an early
dismissal will be clearly marked. To opt in for text messages, click Preferences in the top menu to add your mobile number.
Recurring Dismissal Exceptions: If your child has a temporary, recurring dismissal exception click the Recurring Dismissal
Instructions located at the top of the screen and fill out the details as required. DO NOT use the Recurring Dismissal feature to
put in your child's ''default'' dismissal. The difference between a Recurring Dismissal Exception and a Weekday Default Dismissal is
that recurring has a start and end date because it is a temporary dismissal exception that occurs for a set period of time, while the
weekday default is a default dismissal that occurs regularly on a specific day of the week for the entire school year.
Email Notifications: When receiving email notifications regarding dismissal changes or cancellations made, know that hitting
Reply or Reply All on those emails does not reply to the school or person making the change. If you need to respond to a
notification (e.g., to inform the school it is incorrect, provide additional details, etc.), click Help in your top menu and fill out the
details to email the office.
FAQs: As you begin to use School Dismissal Manager, if you have questions, check the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) link
found in the Parent login area at the top of the SDM homepage or click on Help in your top menu. Here, you will find answers to
the most commonly asked questions. If your question remains unanswered after checking here, please contact the school office
and we will be happy to assist you further.
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GOING ON VACATION?

CHANGE OF ADDRESS?

Please be sure to fill out a Student Trip
Approval Request Form if you are
planning to be out of town. This form
must be completed at least 10 days
prior to your trip. Once the form is filled
out by the parent, students must get
signatures of all their teachers. The form
is then submitted to the office for the
Principal's signature. Under the policy of
the Board of Education, a maximum of 5
school days will be excused for family
trips during any one school year. If you
need a Student Trip Approval Request
Form, click here.

The State of Maryland requires that all
students have a current proof of
residency on file. If you have moved,
please make sure the office has proof of
residency.
The following will be
accepted:
Current property tax bill,
current rental lease or deed, current
utility bill with name and service address
(electric, gas, etc.).

PTO NEWS
Be on the lookout for more
information from the PTO on their
Ultimate Fundraiser and membership
drive (September 7 - 30)
PTO meeting to be held on Thursday,
Sept. 22 at 5 PM at BIS.
This year, the PTO will be sponsoring
a color run, a dodgeball tournament
and yes, DANCES! More information
to follow on these and other events.

2022-2023 PTO OFFICERS
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Dawn Clark – President
Murrie Walls – Vice President
Missy Steffy - Secretary
Valerie Riley – Treasurer

House
Challenge
and
PBIS

(Positive Behavior Intervention and Support)

5th Grade Counselor:
Mrs. Bankert
410-632-5332
msbankert@worcesterk12.org
6th Grade Counselor:
Mr. Call
410-632-5331
adcall@worcesterk12.org
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We are very excited for year two of
our schoolwide House Challenge
system, which is a part of our PBIS
program. This program rewards
students for following the Seahawk
Code and the 3R expectations Respect, Responsibility and Ready to
Learn. We have many new and
exciting things planned for this
upcoming year! Stay tuned!

Physical Education News
The PE Department would like to welcome back all students who attended BIS last year
and we wish to extend a warm welcome to the new students entering BIS. We are
hoping for an exciting school year! We will be outside for class as much as possible,
so those students who have PE in the morning may want to bring an extra pair of
socks due to the wet grass. Students are required to wear sneakers and comfortable
clothing to participate in physical activities. Activities for September include
cooperative games for 5th graders and flag football and field hockey for 6th graders.

During scorching summer months, it is
extremely important to hydrate yourself by
drinking 4-6 (12 oz. bottles) of water. Also, when
possible, use sunscreen and wear a hat when
you are outside.
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iReady Assessments
It’s a New Year! Time to show what you know!
At the beginning of each school year, we give the iReady Diagnostic assessment to see
what information students retain from year to year so that teachers can identify what each
student needs in the classroom. This test does NOT go in the teacher’s gradebook towards
your student’s final grade.
This year, we will be giving the iReady Math assessment on Tuesday, September 13th to
the entire school in the morning, and the iReady Reading assessment to the whole school
on Thursday, September 15th.
Please try to refrain from making doctors’ appointments during this time. In addition,
please make sure that your child has a set of earbuds (not wireless) for testing. Thank you
for all your cooperation!
Please feel free to contact Lauren McGinnis, the Curriculum Resource Teacher, if you have
any questions. She can be reached at lhmcginnis@worcesterk12.org OR 410-632-5333.

Wear
PURPLE
on Fridays
to show
your
support!

In case you missed the Back to School night,
here is some important information that was
shared with parents.
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BREAKFAST
Breakfast is free to ALL students and it will be served daily in the classrooms.
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The cost of lunch is $2.45 if you do not qualify for Free or Reduced Meals. See page 10 for the
Free and Reduced Meal application information..

L
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N
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H
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Nurse's Notes
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Atención: ¡Se Habla Español!
We Speak Spanish!

Los Padres de los estudiantes de inglés/Parents of English learners
Atención: ¡Se Habla Español! We Speak Spanish!
Con solo un click Usted puede ver esta página en español! Si Usted hace click ahí, nuestra
página estará en español. Si tu haces un click a este link automaticamente verás la página en
español. Ahora todas las páginas estarán en español. Ole!
Attention: ¡Se Habla Español! We Speak Spanish!
With one click you can view our entire website in Spanish! Click on the language drop down
button at top left area of the website and then choose Spanish. If you click on this link it will
automatically transform our website into Spanish. Once it is in Spanish, any link you click from
there will also be in Spanish. Ole!
Para las Familias
colorincolorado.org
En su calidad de padre, usted dispone de muchas maneras para poder ayudar a su hijo a
triunfar cada día.Los siguientes recursos dirigidos a padres bilingües le ofrecen consejos para
ayudar a su niño a aprender a leer, tener éxito en la escuela y aprender un nuevo idioma.
También le dan información sobre el sistema escolar de Estados Unidos y le comparten ideas
sobre cómo desarrollar una relación con el maestro y la escuela de su hijo. Además, usted
puede encontrar divertidos consejos y juegos, listas bilingües, ideas para el uso de la biblioteca
pública y videos de autores e ilustradores de libros infantiles y músicos que tocan canciones
para niños. A continuación los recursos se organizan por temas. Por favor vaya a
colorincolorado.org para mas informacion. A continuación, en la lista de recursos (Resources),
haga click en el icono siguiente:
Apoyo sustancial provisto por nuestro colaborador fundador, la Federación Americana de
Maestros, AFL-CIO. Con el apoyo generoso provisto por la Asociación Nacional de Educación.
For the Families
colorincolorado.org
As a parent, there are many ways that you can help your child succeed every single day! These
bilingual parent resources offer tips on helping your child learn to read, succeed in school, and
learn a new language. They also provide information about the U.S. school system and share
ideas on how to build a relationship with your child’s teacher and school.
In addition, you can find fun reading tips and games, bilingual booklists, ideas for using the
public library, and videos of children’s authors, illustrators, and musicians. Resources are
organized by topic. Please go to colorincolorado.org for more information. Then in the Resoures
list, click on the following icon:
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