Tonasket School District
Outreach Program
35 HS Hwy 20 East
Tonasket, WA 98855
(509) 486-1691
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Staff
Carol Lanigan
Director, MS and HS Teacher
clanigan@tonasket.wednet.edu
Christine Olson
Elementary School
colson@tonasket.wednet.edu
Gordon Kent
High School
gkent@tonasket.wednet.edu
Jennifer Weddle
jeweddle@tonasket.wednet.edu
Lesa Sevin
lsevin@tonasket.wednet.edu
Mary Engel
Instructional Aide
mengel@tonasket.wednet.edu

Tonasket Outreach Program
The Tonasket Outreach Program is a K-12 Parent Partnership Program of the Tonasket
School District. The program was started in the 1997-98 school year to offer support and
services to home school families and is supported with basic state education funds
generated through students’ participation in the program’s services. The Outreach
Program provides students the opportunity to pursue an education at their own pace,
creates a bridge between the traditional school and the home school community,
challenges each student to excel in areas of special interest, and provides an alternative
learning experience. . The program operates under the laws of Washington State and the
Alternative Learning Experience rules (WAC 392-121-182).
We welcome families to enjoy learning together, have fun, and take advantage of the
unique opportunities that our program offers. Students will have the chance to participate
in a learning community to supplement their studies at home. Working and learning
together gives students the opportunity to develop social relationships, and make friends.

Alternative learning experience program requirements: (from WAC 392121-182)
(a) Each student participating in an alternative learning experience must have a written
student learning plan developed by a certificated teacher that is designed to meet the
student's individual educational needs. A certificated teacher must have responsibility and
accountability for each course specified in the plan, including supervision and
monitoring, evaluation and documentation of the student's progress. The written student
learning plan may be developed with assistance from the student, the student's parents, or
other interested parties.
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(b) Each student enrolled in an alternative learning experience must have direct personal
contact with a certificated teacher at least once a week, until the student completes all
course objectives or otherwise meets the requirements of the learning plan.
(c) The educational progress of each student enrolled in an alternative learning
experience must be evaluated at least once each calendar month of enrollment by a
certificated teacher and the results of each evaluation must be communicated to the
student or, if the student is in grades K-8, both the student and the student's parent.
Educational progress must be evaluated according to the following requirements:
(i) Each student's educational progress evaluation must be based on the
learning goals and performance objectives defined in the written student
learning plan.
(ii) The progress evaluation conducted by a certificated teacher must
include direct personal contact with the student.
(iii) Based on the progress evaluation, a certificated teacher must
determine and document whether the student is making satisfactory
progress reaching the learning goals and performance objectives defined
in the written student learning plan.
(iv) If it is determined that the student failed to make satisfactory progress
or that the student failed to follow the written student learning plan, an
intervention plan must be developed for the student.
(v) If after no more than three consecutive calendar months in which it is
determined the student is not making satisfactory progress despite
documented intervention efforts, a course of study designed to more
appropriately meet the student's educational needs must be developed and
implemented by a certificated teacher in conjunction with the student and
where possible, the student's parent. This may include removal of the
student from the alternative learning experience and enrollment of the
student in another educational program offered by the school district.

Location
The Outreach Program is located in the portable at 5th and Workosky Sts. next to the
tennis courts. The entrance is located at the rear of the building. The building is shared
with the Alternative High School.
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Enrolled Students
•
•
•
•
•

Meet with a certificated teacher on a weekly basis
Are provided with learning materials on a for-loan basis as outlined in the Written
Student Learning Plan.
Have access to computer lab and reference materials
Have library privileges through the schools’ libraries
Are provided health and evaluative testing available upon request

Enrollment Procedures
1. Parent calls Outreach to inform staff of interest in the program
2. Parent fills out enrollment forms at the elementary, middle school or high school.
Out of district students need a transfer request form filled out at the district office
3. Child-study team (CST) will meet to determine if Outreach is an appropriate
placement for student
4. Parent will be notified of CST decision and if there is an opening available
5. An appointment will be made with teacher, student, and parent
6. In-district students will have first access to the program
Weekly Meeting
Students will meet individually with a certified teacher once a week. Student work will
be brought in for teacher evaluation, and the teacher will monitor progress of the learning
plan and record data on student performance in the student folder. The teacher will
review weekly work, instruct, assess progress, set weekly goals, and assist as needed at
the face-to-face weekly meeting. The weekly meeting may be accomplished by
telephone, email or other digital means if approved by the teacher.
Records of student performance will be used in determining progress of the written
student learning plan. Monthly progress reviews will be conducted with the student and
communicated to the student and where possible, the student’s parent or guardian, either
in person or by mail. District report cards and Outreach assessment forms will be used for
this purpose. Monthly progress will be deemed satisfactory or unsatisfactory by the
teacher. Tests will be given at school or will be proctored at home by parent with teacher
approval.
Weekly Classes
In addition to the weekly meeting requirement, students K-9 may participate in on-site
classes (Friday School) or an approved field trip. On-site Friday School teachers will
communicate student progress to the evaluating teacher. Progress will be recorded in the
student folder.
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School Policies
Waiting Area
Students waiting to see their Outreach teacher can wait in the computer room or the
kitchen area (when classes are not in session). There is also a play area in the kitchen area
for siblings. Please see that children are not disturbing students or activities at the school.
On Campus
Outreach students should be on campus during meeting times with teachers or tutors, for
classes, or to use the computer lab. Any other arrangements must be pre-approved.
Students will not be at other schools in the district without permission.
Library
Students wishing to use the library should report to the office of the school before going
to the library. A parent shall accompany elementary students.
Buses
Students can use the school bus to come to their weekly meeting if they are coming
directly to the Outreach Program and/or leaving directly from the school. Please inform
teacher of physical address and the times your child will be using the bus, so we can
notify the bus driver.
Lunches
Please talk to Outreach staff about lunch options.
Attendance
Students must attend Outreach weekly as defined in the student-learning plan. If
necessary, phone or email conferences can be conducted at the discretion of the teacher.
All absences must be excused by a parent within 48 hours. Call 486-1691. Continued
absences will result in a student being dropped from the program. Parents will receive a
letter of noncompliance after 3 absences and students will be dropped after 4 weeks.
Please make arrangements with the teacher if extended absences are necessary. The
weekly meeting is an important commitment. Please arrive on time.
1 day = 5 day absence; unexcused absences are considered truancies and can result in a
Becca Bill being filed, mandating a court appearance.
High School
High School students have the option to work towards a high school diploma, a GED, or
enrollment in Running Start. Students in the program can also take advantage of services
offered in other district schools such as driver’s education or a class at the high school.
The Outreach Program follows the requirements set forth by Tonasket High School for
graduation as defined by the school board. Twenty-four credits and a senior project are
required for graduation.
Outreach students are allowed at the high school to take a class, visit the library or g to
the office on business only. Please check in at the office before you use the library.
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Yearly Assessments
All students enrolled in alternative learning experiences must be assessed at least
annually, using, for full-time students, the state assessment for the student's grade level
(MSP, HSPE, EOC) and using any other annual assessments required by the school
district. Part time students must also be assessed at least annually. However, part-time
students who are either receiving home-based instruction under chapter 28A.200 RCW or
who are enrolled in an approved private school under chapter 28A.195 RCW are not
required to participate in the state assessments but can substitute district available
assessments.
Monthly Progress Reports
Students will be assessed monthly by a certificated teacher to determine if satisfactory
progress is being made. Assessments will be shared with each student and hand delivered
or mailed to a parent when available. Students will be evaluated in each subject area. If a
student’s progress receives an unsatisfactory evaluation in one subject area, the student
will have one month to improve in that subject area before an overall determination of
unsatisfactory progress is made. If a student has two concurrent months of unsatisfactory
progress in a single subject area, the student will receive an overall unsatisfactory
assessment during the monthly evaluation requiring an intervention. A student will also
be given an overall unsatisfactory determination requiring an intervention if the student is
not making adequate progress in more than one subject area within the month.
Interventions (from WAC 392-121-182)
"Intervention plan" means a plan designed to improve the progress of students
determined to be not making satisfactory progress. An intervention plan must be
developed, documented, and implemented by a certificated teacher in conjunction with
the student and, for students in grades K-8, the student's parent(s). At minimum, the
intervention plan must include at least one of the following interventions:
(1) Increasing the frequency or duration of direct personal contact for the
purposes of enhancing the ability of the certificated teacher to improve
student learning;
(2) Modifying the manner in which direct personal contact is
accomplished;
(3) Modifying the student's learning goals or performance objectives;
(4) Modifying the number of or scope of courses or the content included in
the learning plan.
Internet Use
All students are allowed access to the school district computer network, including the
Internet. Parents or guardians who do not wish to allow their students to use the internet
or have student pictures or work posted to the internet are required to contact the school
office for an opt-out form.
It is important that students understand the rules set forth in the Tonasket School District
policy and state law. Inappropriate use of the network may result in loss of the privilege
to use this educational tool as well as other disciplinary action, if appropriate.
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•

•
•
•
•

•

•

Students will engage only in acceptable Internet activities – an approved Internet
class project and appropriate educational research. The following will not be
allowed: inappropriate sites, chat lines, unapproved games, inappropriate
subscriptions, and other access that has not be pre-approved.
Students will not examine or acquire obscene, abusive or offensive language or
graphics.
Students will abide by all copyright laws and licensing agreements.
Students will not use the system for solicitation, advertisement or other
commercial considerations.
Students will not damage any system software or hardware found and will not
copy, remove, or alter in any way any program or programs on the internet, unless
the software is deemed “freeware” or shareware.” Permission needs to be
obtained before downloading.
Students will not attempt to enter areas or programs for which they have no
authorization. If access to these areas is made possible to them, they will not use it
to damage the computer systems, or to access extra resources for which they are
not properly authorized.
Students will abide by the honor principle and endeavor to report prohibited
access or security breaches to school staff or administrators.

Cheating/Plagiarism
All students are expected to perform their responsibilities as students honorably. Cheating
on an exam, quiz or project will not be tolerated. Any student who is found to be cheating
will receive a grade of zero (0) on that assignment and his/her parents will be notified in
writing or by phone by the teacher involved. All students are expected to tell the truth.
Skateboards and Bikes
Bikes and skateboards may be used only for transportation to and from school and stored
appropriately during the school day.
Weapons
It is a violation of Washington State law for any student to carry on to or possess on
school premises, school provided transportation, school facilities, on non-school facilities
being used by the school district, any firearm or dangerous weapon. A violation
constitutes grounds for expulsion from the Tonasket School District and the public
schools or the State of WA for one year, in accordance with the due process provisions of
WA State law and Tonasket School Board policy. Parents have the right to a hearing to
contest the expulsion. School officials shall promptly notify law enforcement and the
student’s parent/guardian regarding any allegation or indication of such violation.
Tobacco
Tobacco School District is smoke-free to protect the health of students and employees,
No student is allowed to smoke or chew tobacco inside the building, on school grounds or
adjacent to school grounds.
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Dress Code
Students shall wear neat, clean, and reasonable dress. Dress and grooming shall not be
disruptive to the educational process or interfere with the health and safety of any
student. Clothing printed with inappropriate language, sexual innuendo, tobacco or
alcohol promotion, gang or drug-related insignias are not to be worn in school or at
school events/activities. Electronics, toys and sports equipment are not allowed at school.
Emergency Closure
The district uses KNCW radio (AM680, FM101.7) and KHQ TV Channel 6, to inform
the community about emergency closure, early release or late out of school due to
weather or other emergency issues.

Curriculum Materials
Curriculum materials are provided for each student as outlined in the written student
learning plan. All equipment and items must be used in accordance with district policies
and be documented on a program checkout form at the time the item is checked out. Nonconsumable materials must be returned by the end of the school year unless approved for
summer check out.
Outreach will no longer be able to pay for private lessons in the community. Payment for
group classes within the community will be determined on an individual basis.
Payment for community classes or lessons will be determined using the “Substantially
similar experiences and services” criteria as outlined below:
"Substantially similar experiences and services" means that for each purchased or
contracted instructional or co-curricular course, lesson, trip, or other experience, service,
or activity identified on an alternative learning experience written student learning plan,
there is an identical or similar experience, service, or activity made available to students
enrolled in the district's regular instructional program:
(1) At the same grade level;
(2) At an equivalent level of frequency, intensity, and duration including,
but not limited to, consideration of individual versus group instruction;
(3) At an equivalent level of costs to the student with regard to any related
club, group, or association memberships; admission, enrollment,
registration, rental or other participation fees; or any other expense
associated with the experience or service;
(4) In accordance with district adopted content standards or state defined
grade level standards; and
(5) That is supervised, monitored, assessed, evaluated, and documented by
a certificated teacher.
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Educational funds may be used to purchase the following items if included in the
Written Student learning Plan:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Non-religious textbooks, workbooks and multimedia
Instructional equipment like calculators and microscopes
Writing and art supplies
Science supplies
Art Supplies
Educational software
School field trip admittance fees including art and music performances
Accredited on-line courses for students in grades 9-12
Materials for home economics projects (not including food)

Educational funds may not be used for:

•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reimbursements
Clothing, home appliances, items commonly purchased as toys, entertainment
software & videos, home electronics such as televisions, stereos, and film, digital,
or video cameras
Physical Education equipment (i.e.: skateboards, skis, snowboards, or bats, balls,
cleats etc.)
Personal Computer upgrades
Reimbursing parents for tutoring or teaching services with the exception of those
parents operating licensed businesses in Washington State that provide
instructional educational services and certificated teachers
Non-basic education expenditures such as driver’s education and ASB fees.
Private music or art lessons
Family field trips
Other items and services not perceived as a legitimate educational expenditure as
determined by the director or State Auditor
Out of state expenditures without prior director approval
Supplies or equipment a student may need to participate in a class from a
traditional District school.
Entry fees that result in awards, rankings, or other formalized recognition
Food items or meals
SAT, ACT or GED testing
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Guidelines for Friday School
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

School hours are 8:30 am to 2:30 pm
ES students will need to bring a bagged lunch unless other arrangements are made
with Outreach teacher. MS/HS students can attend lunch at the basic ed. school
building or bring a bagged lunch.
The computer lab and the Alternative School middle room will be available
before school starts for MS/HS students. The kitchen will be used by younger
students.
Keep talking to an appropriate school level.
Participate in classes in a positive manner.
Cooperate with fellow students and teachers.
Respect Alternative School space and student belongings.
Wear tennis shoes and comfortable clothing each week when PE is being offered.

Pick-Up Policy
A parent must pick up ES students unless another person has been authorized by the
parent through a signed note or phone call to Outreach staff. Staff will escort K-3
students riding the bus. Please let us know if your child will be riding the bus, so we can
arrange for staff to meet the child.
Parent Volunteers – Parents wishing to volunteer at the Outreach Program must fill out
a district volunteer form, which includes a background check.
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