Osceola Public Schools COVID Plan
2021-2022
Update

(Revised March 2022)

January 19, 2022
Dear Parents,
Our staff and administration team are very thankful for the support of our parents and
community as we continue to navigate through the COVID-19 pandemic. Our goal as a district is
to keep our students, their families, and our staff as safe as possible.
We continue to be updated frequently about quarantines, positivity rates, and safety measures by
the St. Clair County Health Department, Missouri Department of Education, and health
professionals.
We are gathering input from many parents, employees, community officials, administrators, state
leaders, the Missouri Department of Education, and medical professionals via surveys,
committees, and collaborating on how best to meet the needs of our students. Administrators and
maintenance staff have been planning for increased and continued safety procedures.
I encourage our parents to frequently visit our webpage and follow our social media for up to
date and accurate information. Our priority is to keep everyone safe while not making life more
difficult for our parents. Each family situation is uniquely different. We fully understand your
varied concerns about health and safety, distance learning, the importance of face-to-face
instruction, parents needing to work, the economy, and all of the other unexpected consequences
of not being in school in a traditional way. If for some reason, we can’t be in a traditional school
situation, our goal is to find the best way to have our students safely in our buildings as
frequently as possible to ensure the health and well-being of all.
As we work through the school year it is important that we consider how we can best continue
educating our students. It is certain that no one at this time is able to predict what status COVID19 will have in our area. However, as we update our plan and review it at each monthly Board
meeting, student safety continues to be a top priority of our staff, administrators, and the Osceola
Board of Education

Sincerely,

Michael Fransen, Superintendent

Our plan incorporates four stages for instruction:
Stage 1, Traditional Learning- This would be what we have traditionally seen to start the
school year. (However, given the current conditions it is very unlikely.) If we began with
Stage 1 we would start school as normal with enhanced safety precautions in place such as
increased hand sanitizer availability, increased frequency of cleaning of high touch areas,
limited visitation to campuses, etc., this is the stage we hope to return to during the 20202021 school year. We would return to this stage when there is no longer a threat of virus
transmission.
Stage 2, Increased Social Distancing & Restrictions - A greater degree of social distancing
and attention to cleaning requirements would be implemented. This stage will include
requesting parents to transport their students to and from school if possible in order to help
the district diminish concerns of virus transmission and help with social distancing on buses.
Students would arrive between 7:40 and 8:00 and pick up time would be between 3:36 and
4:00. Students would have very limited transition time and distancing protocols to follow
while in the building. The district would utilize this stage in order to possibly prevent the
transition to a hybrid or full distance learning option. Outside visitors to the building and
group gatherings would be very limited.
Stage 3, Hybrid Plan- This hybrid plan would be a combination of virtual and face-to-face
instruction with increased safety and disinfecting measures as listed above, which could be
done in a variety of configurations. This would only be enacted if the Governor’s Executive
Order required us to maintain a social distance (six feet), to limit the number of people in
groups, etc. The district would be considering alternative schedules for some students to be in
person some days and virtual the other remaining days per week.
Stage 4, Virtual Learning Only- Full Distance Virtual Learning Plan or Alternative Method
of Instruction (AMI Plan). All students would participate in the learning of new material,
continued standard pacing, interactive lessons, graded assignments, and assessments by way
of internet virtual instruction. This would be enacted if the Governor’s Executive Order
closed schools due to health concerns. (Locally, if we have an outbreak of COVID-19 in our
school we may enact a school closure.)

General information for students and faculty/staff:
District Policy/Facility Operations
In general, Osceola Schools will refer to Board Policy “EBB- Communicable Diseases” and/or
Board Policy “JHC- Student Health Services and Requirements” when there are instances
pertaining to infectious diseases.
Recent events require that Osceola Schools address particular items with regard to the COVID19 pandemic:





Masks
Anyone on campus is highly recommended to wear a mask.
Anyone is welcome to wear a mask.
o If a student or faculty/staff member is unable to obtain masks, the district will
provide masks. Homemade masks are acceptable but must meet school dress code
guidelines.
o Elementary student requests for masks are subject to approval from
parents/guardians.
o Masks must be in clean, sanitary condition.
o Students may not share masks.
If the district has 10% or higher of student population in quarantine, a mask mandate will
be put in place. The mandate will remain until the percentage of quarantined drops below
4% for two weeks.

Exclusion from School
If You Test Positive for COVID-19:



Stay home for 5 days.
If you have no symptoms or your symptoms are resolving after 5 days, you may return
to school.
 Continue to wear a mask around others for 5 additional days.
 If you have a fever, continue to stay home until your fever resolves.
If You Were Exposed to Someone with COVID-19:




It is highly recommended to wear a mask for 10 days.
Monitor for symptoms.
Test on day 5, if possible.

If You Were Exposed and Develop Symptoms:



Stay home for 5 days. Continue to wear a mask for 5 additional days.
Test on day 5 from when symptoms began. If negative, you may return to school.
*Review the attached “COVID Flowchart” regarding exclusion protocols.

Sanitation, Distancing, and Health
 Students will be guided to wash hands multiple times per day.
 Hand sanitizer will be provided at multiple locations throughout the school.
o Drinking fountains will not be used, except for the bottle filling capabilities.
o Students should bring personal water bottles from home. They should be labeled with the
student name, and in clean, sanitary condition.
 Social distancing will be observed to the extent possible by all faculty, staff and students.
 Daily sanitizing and disinfecting will be a priority at all district facilities.
 Attendance incentives for students will cease.
 Staff and/or students who are sick need to stay home.
Understanding and recognizing COVID-19
 Faculty and staff will be trained to recognize symptoms that may be associated with
COVID-19. Training will include, but will not be limited to, online modules provided by
the Missouri United School Insurance Council. The CDC lists the following as possible
symptoms of COVID-19
o Fever or chills
o Cough
o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
o Fatigue
o Muscle or body aches
o Congestion or runny nose
o Headache
o Sore throat
o Newly emerged loss of taste or smell
o Nausea or vomiting
o Diarrhea
General health information for students and faculty/staff
 Parents and students, as well as staff members, are encouraged to self-screen for potential
COVID-19 symptoms before coming to school. Anyone with symptoms of illness should
stay home.
 Screening begins at home. Parents, students and employees should self-monitor for
symptoms. Do not come to school when exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms.
 Students at school who display health symptoms that could suggest COVID-19 concerns
will be checked by the nurse. If evaluation by the nurse suggests potential for COVID-19
infection, the student will be masked (if the student does not have one) until picked up by
a parent/guardian.
 Students with a temperature of 100 degrees or higher will be sent home
Transportation information
 Parents/guardians are highly encouraged to drop off students at school instead of using
bus service. Drop-off and pick-up systems will be organized to ensure social distancing to
the greatest extent possible.
 The school will only be open during posted hours. Early drop-offs will not be permitted.
 Students riding the bus from the same household will be required to sit together.
 Buses will be sanitized multiple times per day.
 Hand sanitizer will be available on school buses.

Arrival at school
 K-6 students will go directly to classrooms upon arrival.
 7-12 students may go through the breakfast line using appropriate social distancing.
 7-12 students will report directly to the gymnasium or to their designated areas after
finishing breakfast.
 Parents/visitors will be permitted to visit the school office. Building administrators will
determine if access is allowed to the building based on the current state of COVID-19
positivity rates. Please check before arriving at school if you have questions.
During the school day.
 Sharing of supplies (art, other) will be minimized and/or eliminated.
 Equipment used by more than one student will be sanitized between uses.
At lunch
 If possible, lunch shifts will be staggered as possible to minimize the number of students
in the commons and multi gym.
 Social distancing will be observed in the cafeteria and commons areas.
 All tables will be cleaned and disinfected thoroughly between uses.
Other information
 Attendance policies will be adjusted in order to remove any incentive for students to
attend school while sick. The school district will not be providing attendance awards
and/or incentives.
Athletics and Activities
 Students will have the opportunity to participate in upcoming athletics and activities. It will be
difficult to maintain schedules for these events due to cancellations and postponements. As
information is provided it is sent out to coaches and sponsors and quickly passed on to
participants.
 All participants must adhere to the Missouri State High School Athletic Association (MSHSAA)
guidelines. This includes following “Return to Play” protocols. (See following page.)
 Many contests that we are attending have varying regulations for their campuses particularly
regarding mask requirements. Participants and their fans will be notified by the athletic director
or coaches regarding what rules to follow prior to each contest.
 All fans and visitors to our campus are highly encouraged to wear a mask when entering the
building.
 If a mask mandate is in effect, all fans are expected to abide by the mandate. Limited number of
spectators is also a potential regulation.

COVID Flowchart
IF YOU:
Tested positive for COVID-19
Stay home for at least 5 days
Stay home for 5 days and isolate from others in your home.
Ending isolation if you had symptoms
End isolation after 5 full days if you are fever-free for 24 hours (without the use of feverreducing medication) and your symptoms are improving.
Ending isolation if you did NOT have symptoms
End isolation after at least 5 full days after your positive test.
Take precautions until day 10




Wear a mask
Wear a well-fitted mask for 10 full days any time you are around others inside your home
or in public.
Day 1 is the first full day after your symptoms developed or your test specimen was
collected.

IF YOU:
Were exposed to COVID-19 and have symptoms






Get tested
If positive see the above guidelines
If negative you may return to school when you are fever-free for 24 hours (without
the use of fever-reducing medication) and your symptoms are improving.
Highly recommended that you wear a mask if you must be around others.
Take precautions until day 10

IF YOU:
Were exposed to COVID-19 and you don’t have symptoms



Monitor for symptoms
Highly recommended that you wear a mask

IF YOU:
Were a “high risk” exposure (exposure to someone positive in household or close contact for
extended time period)



Isolate for 5 days
Get tested if you develop symptoms

