
Frequently Asked Questions about 

Band and Orchestra 

 

1.) Do I need to know how to play an instrument in order to join band or orchestra! 

Nope! Mr. Goodwin and Mr. Strasik expect all students to be complete beginners. Any prior knowledge 

on how to play an instrument is considered a bonus! We will all start the beginning process together. 

 

2.) Do I need to own an instrument to join band or orchestra? 

All students are able to rent their instruments for the entire school year for $40 dollars. That ends up 

costing only $4 dollars month. This fee covers all supplementary parts of the instrument along with repair 

shop costs for minor wear and tear. 

 

3.) Do I need to pay to be a part of band or orchestra? 

In addition to the $40 rental fee, students are expected to pay a $10 book fee. This will be tied into all 

other your other school fees in form of a lump sum. As always, there is financial aid available and 

extended payment plans for students who are on the free and reduced lunch program. Cost should 

always be the last worry with instrumental classes, as we will work with every family to ensure you get a 

plan that fits your budget. 

 

4.) Does band and orchestra require a lot of after school time? 

Not at all! Under normal circumstances, beginning band and orchestra have two concerts a year. These 

performances are always in the evening and you will have the dates well in advance. Additionally, each 

concert will have one or two after school rehearsals to help prepare your music in the weeks leading up to 

each concert. 

 

5.) Can I still play sports and be a part of band and orchestra? 

Of course! Band and Orchestra happen during the school day, so there is no conflict with after school 

activities. Mr. Goodwin and Mr. Strasik always plan concerts on days/rehearsals that are free from games 

and practices. 

 

6.) I want to be in art and choir, will I still be able to do band or orchestra? 

Yes! Helfrich Park offers a ton of different after-school clubs and activities. Band and Orchestra students 

are free to join as many different clubs as they want because band and orchestra are classes occur during 

the school day. 

 

7.) My best friend is in band but I want to play in orchestra. What do we do? 

Keep in mind that band and orchestra are two parts of the same team. While our instruments are 

completely different, we eventually work together to create a symphony orchestra in seventh and eighth 

grade. So even if you choose to play cello and your best friend has chosen to play the flute, you will still 

be able to play together in a couple years.  

 

8.) How do I know which instrument to choose? Can I switch instruments later? 

Mr. Goodwin and Mr. Strasik will provide a ton of different videos that showcase all the different 

instruments. It will be your job to really listen to the videos and pick the sound you like best—this is a 

decision that will last a long time, so make sure you choose what sounds right to you! Students are not 

normally permitted to switch instruments. This is because starting a new instrument would put you all 

the way back at square one while everyone else moves forward.  


