Escuela SMART Academy:
November 2022
Escuela Families,
The month of November is here and we are grateful to be able to still go
outside for recess. It is a great time for our students to run and play until the
cold weather arrives. But recess is more than that. One of the greatest benefits of recess is that it
allows children to build on their social skills by learning to share, showing respect, playing together
and just plain learning how to get along. Some students may complain that someone is cursing,
being mean, throwing something, and/or is hitting them. Sometimes it’s a simple
misunderstanding. Many times however, it is because a student doesn’t want to get along. Recess
should offer our students a chance to be outside to play without fear of being teased or harmed.
PLEASE help us by talking with your child and encouraging them to play appropriately and listen to
adults (Ms. Caitlyn, Ms. Nelly, or Ms. Velazquez) that are monitoring them. The students will be
going outside when temperatures are above 32 degrees. Please make sure that your child has
boots, gloves or mittens, a warm hat, and a warm coat as temperatures begin to get colder.
Thank you so much to those parents/guardians that attended conferences either at school or by
phone. We greatly appreciate your support of your child and their teacher. Please make sure that
you work with your child as much as you can and keep in communication with your child’s teacher
when questions and concerns arise.
If we work together we can continue to allow Escuela students to have a successful and safe school
year. Thank you for all that you do.
Ms. Allen and Ms. Velazquez

News from the Office
Our secretaries are working hard to keep our families notified of any news or changes that may occur.
Here are some friendly reminders involving the front office:
●

Office Hours: 7:30 - 3:00. We don't answer the phone until 7:30, but please leave a message and
will get back to you as soon as possible.

●

Please do not pick up students after 1:45. It causes confusion for everyone as the dismissal list is
already done and teachers are getting their students ready for dismissal, etc.

●

Transportation changes need to be called in no later than noon.

●

Escuela SMART Academy’s phone number is 419-671-5550.

Nurse Martha
Dear Parents,
It’s that time of year when we are starting to see many upper
respiratory illnesses. We are seeing the common cold/ flu with all its
symptoms (runny nose, cough, fever, body aches), strep (sore throat),
bronchitis, etc. If you feel that your child is ill and needs to stay home,
please call the office and let us know. If your child is getting worse, we recommend you
follow up with the doctor. Please bring in the Doctor’s note so that your child may be
excused. If you want your child to wear a mask to prevent the spread, send children with
their own mask. Please help us reinforce this at home. Protect against germs by proper
handwashing with soap and water. Cough into the elbows and away from others.

Emergency Cards
Thank you to all those that have turned in your Emergency Cards. We need a new
updated one every year. It helps us to know your child’s medical needs and gives us
consent to treat your child in case of an Emergency. I still have a few missing. If you need
a new one, please let me know. Please know that your child will not be able to
participate in future field trips if they do not have an Emergency Card on File.

Dental and Vision
There is still time to sign up for the Mobile Dental and Vision. We have collaborated
with Health Partners of Western Ohio to provide Dental and Vision Services. If you want
your child to be seen for either or both of these services here at school, please turn in a
signed consent. If you need a consent form, send me a dojo message or call the office
and ask for Nurse Martha.

Coats, Gloves, and Hats
Brr! It is starting to be cold outside. Please send your child dressed appropriately for the
weather. If your child needs a coat, hat or gloves, please let me know.

Lead Clinic
Thank you to Dr. Wood and University Nursing Students for volunteering their time to help our
kids stay safe from Lead! Thank you to ALAS for their support in making this happen! We had
over 100 students tested for lead!

Protect your family from Lead Poisoning. Here are the High Risk areas in Toledo by zip code:
43615, 43613, 43612, 43606, 46610, 43608, 43620, 43607, 43614, 43611, 43609, 43605.
If you live in one of these zip codes, it is recommended to be tested for Lead. Ask your
physician to get your child tested.
Lead poisoning can cause Learning problems, lowered attention span, slow growth, hearing loss,
and hyperactivity.

Medical Concerns
If your child has any medical needs (asthma, diabetes, food allergies, etc.), please let me know
so that we can work together to keep your child safe at school.

Thank you,
Nurse Martha

Mrs. Howard’s Counselor Corner
POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS BUILD CHARACTER
One of the greatest gifts you can give your children cannot be bought online or in-store. While it is
not likely to be on their holiday wish list, this gift is likely to bring your children greater happiness
with lifelong benefits. We are talking about the gift of positive relationships and character
development. In 2013, Search Institute began a multiyear project based on their creation of the
Developmental Relationships Framework, which examines the close connections in children’s lives parents, peers, mentors, teachers and other caring adults – and the impact they have on character
development. Some key aspects learned thus far is that these significant relationships in a child’s life
are associated with their motivation to learn and take personal responsibility for their actions. Also,
youth with strong, positive relationships are shown to be more resilient when faced with stress and
trauma - which can otherwise lead to risky and dangerous behavioral coping strategies (like drinking,
smoking and using other drugs). The idea behind the Developmental Relationships Framework is to
consistently surround young people with positive, supportive relationships to help them thrive; in
their families, schools, programs and neighborhoods. Search Institute provides the following five
fundamental elements as part of the relationship-strengthening framework and shares specifics on
how parents, teachers, coaches, etc. can act on them:
1. Express Care: Show me that I matter to you. Be dependable; Really pay attention when we’re
together; Make me feel known and valued; Show me you enjoy being with me; Encourage me;
Praise me for my efforts and achievements
2. Challenge Growth: Push me to keep getting better Expect me to live up to my potential; Push me
to go further; Insist I take responsibility for my actions; Help me learn from my mistakes and failures
3. Provide Support: Help me complete tasks and achieve goals Guide me through difficult situations;
Empower me to take charge of my life; Defend me when I need it; Set boundaries to keep me on
track
4. Share Power: Treat me with respect and give me a say; Take me seriously and treat me fairly;
Include me in decisions that affect me; Collaborate with me to solve problems and reach goals;
Create opportunities for me to take action and lead now! Positive Relationships Build Character.
5. Expand Possibilities: Connect me with people and places that broaden my world Inspire me to
see possibilities for my future; Expose me to new ideas, people, experiences and places; Connect
me with more people who can help me develop and thrive A young person with a sense of purpose,
self-worth and self-respect, who feels loved and supported, is much more likely to experience
success in school and work, care about their community, and excel in other areas of life. So as you’re
making your lists and checking them twice this holiday season, keep the above list in mind, as it
promises to be the gift that keeps on giving.

TutorSmart
TutorSmart is a fantastic opportunity for our students to get some extra academic help after
school. Check out their website for more information!

https://www.tutorsmart-toledo.org/

Escuela’s first parent group designed to help families get to know each other and
help support our students. If you are interested in joining our new parent group,
Compadres, please contact Stephanie Serda at 419-671-5550 or sserda@tps.org.

Coming Soon!
Basketball Open Gym and Registration for the upcoming season.
Stay tuned to our Facebook page and ClassDojo for more information!

Students of the Month!
Each month, our homeroom teachers choose a student
that best represents their classroom to be Student of the Month!
Here are the students who received the honor of this title for the month of
September:
Lucio Vazquez
Olivia Hatch
Adelaide Street
Galilea Martinez
Jayon Hamilton
Valeria Ramirez
Danny Sierra-Rodriguez
Marco Rubio
Valerie Neal
Diana Aguayo-Corana
Evelyn Gibson
Sophia Mendez
Marley Tinoco
Armando Arellanes
Michelle Jiron-Martinez
Maximiliano Torres Valencia

Congratulations to you all; We are so proud of you!

Trunk or Treat
Students had a fantastic time during our Trunk or Treat event! Thank you so much
to those who were able to participate and make it truly magical for our students,
and a special thank you to Ms. Stephanie Serda for putting so much time and
effort into these special events!

November Breakfast Menu

November Lunch Menu

